"Some old-fashioned things like fresh air and sunshine are hard to beat."

						

~ Laura Ingalls Wilder

Dear Friends,													 May 2019
Spring is glorious! Besides seeing the returning wildlife and nature’s fresh green look, the emergence of wildflowers
is also captivating. These can be tricky to find when taking a hike out in nature but well worth the discovery.
In Michigan, the first spring flowers may have peaked by the time May rolls around. Fortunately, more of them
show up in the woods and along trails in time for Mother’s Day or Memorial Day. Some of my favorites include
Mayapples, Wild columbine, Bloodroot, and Hepatica. However, the one that gives me the most excitement
is Jack-in-the-Pulpit. I remember the first time I saw one in southeast Michigan. I was visiting a potential
acquisition property in the Sibley Prairie, when my fellow trail walker and I spied the unique green shape. A
year later, I was trail walking in LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve and came across this plant deep in the woods
there – the thrill of discovery was the same.
Anyone can have this same sense of wonder and awe when visiting a southeast Michigan natural area and going
on a wildflower “treasure hunt”. Try to see how many wildflowers you can identify with your family and friends.
Take photos of your finds and look them up to learn more about each species. Not only will you have fun but
you will learn more about Michigan’s natural beauties too.
Each of the plant species named above can be found at a Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC) nature
preserve and some of the best finds are at LeFurge Woods, Springhill, and West Prairie nature preserves. These
places are available to the public for natural enjoyment thanks to you! SMLC provides public amenities including
trails, parking areas, kiosks and signage to help visitors know where to go and what to do and not do.
Your continued donations allow us to keep up the good work! Thank you for considering a 2019 gift to SMLC
that reflects your commitment to local natural areas and public access to them. However, please know that your
contribution of any size is deeply appreciated, and we thank you for your continued support. Happy Spring!
Sincerely,

Jill A. Lewis
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