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Wildlife species require space to move about, avoid potential predators, locate a mate, 
obtain sufficient food and water for survival, and to rest.   Connectivity provides all this as 
well as scenic enjoyment for people.                    Photo by Charles Scott

What makes for a good nature preserve? 
That is one of the basic questions that the Southeast 
Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC) grapples with 
as we plan for future land acquisitions.  We strive to 
protect natural habitat which is of sufficient size and 
quality to sustain viable wildlife populations.  We 
also seek to protect a variety of habitats which are 
representative of those found throughout southeast 
Michigan.
Some wildlife 
species require 
very specialized 
habitat, but all 
require food, 
water and 
shelter (cover) 
‒ along with 
the necessary 
space to meet 
those needs.  
That amount of 
space is often 
referred to as the “home range” of an animal, where it 
typically lives and travels.
Of course, wildlife species have varying spatial 
requirements.   The normal home range of a cottontail 
rabbit, for example, is approximately 5 to 8 acres, and 
is typically a mix of open grassland and shrubby or 
woody habitat.  Their forage areas tend to be in close 
proximity to thickets which they can utilize to escape 
from predators.
In contrast, coyotes ‒ which favor rabbits among 
their prey ‒ require a much larger area to survive.  
Depending on available food sources, their home range 
may be from 8 to 12 square miles.  They also require 
secluded den areas in which to raise their young.

Suitable cover provides both protection from weather 
and from predators, but one aspect of cover that 
is important to understand is the concept of travel 
corridors. Travel corridors are areas of continuous 
or unbroken habitat that permit animals to travel 
securely from one habitat to another. These may be 
utilized in the course of their daily lives, or they could 
be essential in dispersion of the species, allowing for 
genetic diversity.

As natural habitat 
becomes more 
fragmented due to 
road construction, 
urban sprawl, 
agricultural 
clearing and other 
development, 
these travel 
corridors are 
particularly at 
risk.  This is 
especially true in 

southeast Michigan.  If you look at a satellite photo of 
Wayne County, it will likely be apparent that there are 
very few remaining large, connected natural habitats 
except for the narrow corridor of vegetation along 
the Rouge River.  This riparian corridor serves as an 
important travel route for wildlife but, unfortunately, 
is not sizable enough to support a number of species, 

Continued on page 11
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Greetings.  As I write to you this 
spring, I am reflecting upon all that 
SMLC has accomplished in our past 
23 years, in my 3 year tenure, and 
in 2011.  SMLC has come a long 
way, baby!  2,500 protected acres; a 
passionate and committed group of 
volunteers and staff; and all of you.  
You make our work meaningful every 
day and we all thank you.

Many thanks are also owed to our 
founder, Jack R. Smiley, who traded 
his employee role for a volunteer 
one as the year began.  
Jack’s vision led us 
this far and we 
look forward 
to building 
on that in 
the years to 
come.

As 2011 
began, SMLC 
was busy with 
multiple new land 
acquisition inquiries 
and a couple of carryover 
projects from 2010.  Our 
Land Protection Committee has been 
hard at work checking out each site 
and determining whether it’s a good 
fit for SMLC.  We are still engaged in 
this process and will be in touch soon 
if any of them are green-lighted by 
the board for donation acceptance or 
purchase.

One thing that SMLC looks at is 
the project site’s adjacency to other 
protected lands and whether nearby 

lands are also good candidates for 
SMLC land protection.  The Superior 
Greenway is a great example of 
this type of conservation, known as 
connectivity.  Please see our cover 
article and page 8 for more on this 
issue’s connectivity theme.

In addition, this issue also features our 
2010 Annual Report.  SMLC was able 
to accomplish a number of things this 
past year including making significant 
inroads in our Planning work, meeting 
our year-end fundraising goal for 

our “We Care” campaign 
thanks to The Carls 

Foundation’s 
matching gift and 

your generous 
donations, 
and achieving 
some of our 
stewardship 

goals.  

Finally, if you 
shop at Kroger and 

haven’t linked your Kroger 
card to SMLC, please do so.  
SMLC earns money each 

time you shop at Kroger and Kroger 
makes donations to SMLC quarterly 
based on those earnings.  For those of 
you who’ve been signed up with the 
program, don’t forget to renew your 
card’s linkage to SMLC before May 1.

Thanks again for being part of 
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy.  
The future looks bright, especially with 
you by our side.

Jill
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SMLC’s “We Care” Campaign   By Jill A. Lewis, Executive Director

  White-breasted Nuthatch                                                     Photo by Charles Scott

SMLC Planning Update   By Jill A. Lewis, Executive Director 

SMLC continues fundraising to 
build operational and stewardship 
capacity through our “We Care” 
campaign.  We are especially 
grateful to The Carls Foundation 
for believing in our campaign and 
stepping forward with a major  
contribution – a $150,000 two-year 
matching grant.

In 2010, SMLC achieved the 
first requirement of this matching 
grant by raising $75,000 from 
local individuals, businesses and 
foundations.  Thank YOU for 
your help.  The Carls Foundation 
followed that with a $75,000 grant 
payment.

In 2011, SMLC needs to do the 
same thing:  raise $75,000 from 
local individuals, businesses and 
foundations.  This will allow us to 

receive The Carls Foundation final 
gift of $75,000.

This is very important to SMLC 
as the grant is funding a new 
Land Protection Manager, 
SMLC’s conservation and 
strategic planning, and significant 
stewardship work including our 
nature preserves’ signs project.

We all care about SMLC and want 
to do our part.  The great thing is 
that this year your donation counts 
even more.  You can send the 
remittance coupon on the back of 
this newsletter with your donation 
or you can make a secure online 
contribution at www.smlcland.org.

Thanks.

In our last newsletter (Fall 2010 issue), Southeast 
Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC) shared 
our 2010 board-level strategic and conservation 
planning accomplishments.  In 2011, SMLC 
continued our planning work on several levels.

In March, the SMLC board held their first 2011 
planning retreat.  The board worked on a vision 
statement and set of core values for SMLC.  When 
finished later this year, these will complement the 
current mission statement and will help SMLC 
communicate our work in a more powerful way.

The board also dug deeper into our conservation 
goal-setting work and honed in on our conservation 

priorities.  To assist the board with our conservation 
planning work in 2011, a Conservation Planning 
Team was formed.  This team is comprised of former 
and current board directors and current committee 
members who have a land protection background 
and can provide the knowledge and skills that SMLC 
needs for this type of work.

This retreat set the stage for SMLC’s additional 2011 
planning work.  The board will meet again in the fall 
to finalize the strategic plan components and will 
discuss the progress the Conservation Planning Team 
has made to-date on the conservation plan.  Both 
plans look to be completed by year-end.

SMLC Connections
University of Michigan Board Fellow, Karen Spangler, worked on a communications project in 2010 
and 2011.  Karen analyzed SMLC’s marketing and communications including surveying some of our 
stakeholders.  Karen determined that SMLC’s vision and values work will enhance communications in 
the future and provided tips we can implement now.  Thanks, Karen!
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The Year In Review By James T. Weiner, President

Photo by Jim Weiner

In my third year as the President of Southeast 
Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC), we continued 
to grow as a regional land conservancy, protecting 
land in southeast Michigan and engaging new 
members and funders.

Highlights of 2010 accomplishments included 
raising $75,000 from donors like you which then 
allowed us to receive the first $75,000 gift of a 
larger $150,000 two-year grant from The Carls 
Foundation.  On behalf of the 
entire organization, thank you.  
SMLC also obtained our first 
Natural Features Inventories – 
Rapid Assessments for each of 
our 14 nature preserves thanks 
to funding provided by the 
Heart of the Lakes Center for 
Conservation Policy and Land 
Trust Alliance’s ACE program 
and pro-bono support provided 
by Huron River Watershed 
Council.

SMLC’s board also began 
our first formal strategic and 
conservation planning efforts in 
2010.  Margie Hagene, Donna 
Folland, Katie Kahl, and 
Bethany Olmstead helped the 
board with our planning work last year.  Because we 
were 22 years old and had never had a written plan, 
there was a lot to do and these facilitators got us off 
to a great start.  SMLC thanks the Ann Arbor Area 
Community Foundation, the ACE program, and 
The Carls Foundation for funding our Strategic and 
Conservation Planning.

A watershed moment for SMLC was when we said 
goodbye to Jack R. Smiley, our founder, as an 
employee at the end of 2010.  The good news is 

that Jack continues to assist SMLC in a volunteer 
capacity.  For instance, Jack is a member of our Land 
Protection Committee, which, as Jill noted in her 
Executive Director message, has been quite busy in 
early 2011.

Those of you who have been with SMLC for awhile 
know that Jack has provided the vision and direction 
for much of our land protection work through the 
years.  2,500 acres were protected while he was 

board President and/or an SMLC 
employee, most recently as our 
Director of Land Protection.  Not 
only does SMLC owe him a debt 
of gratitude, but we are grateful for 
this important base from which to 
continue to achieve our mission in 
the future.

Finally, I regret to inform you that 
in 2010 Roy Bell, Valerie Malaney 
and Rick Simek stepped down from 
SMLC’s board after many long and 
dedicated years of service to SMLC.  
We will miss them but all remain 
committed to SMLC’s goals.  At the 
same time, I am pleased to welcome 
one new board director in 2010:  Jay 
Schlegel is the chair of SMLC’s 

Conservancy Farm Committee and a co-chair of 
the Community Organic Garden subcommittee.  
Jay is also a long-time gardener at the Farm and is 
passionate about land conservation in the region.

SMLC’s past and future achievements are due to 
your support.  We appreciate all of you who give 
of your time and resources to help SMLC and our 
mission of protecting and preserving natural land 
and open space in southeast Michigan.  

James T. Weiner
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SMLC Welcomes New Leadership in 2010          

Thank You Jack Smiley 
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy is 

grateful to you for your employment service.  
Your dedication to protecting land in southeast 

Michigan is an inspiration to all of us.  
Jack, keep up the good work!

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
2010 Annual Report
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In November 2010, the SMLC 
board voted in a new director, 
Robert Blumenfeld.  Bob 
started a 3 year term in January 
2011. This brings our total 
number of directors to 9.

Bob is a Senior Vice President 
- Finance and Development 
with another local non-profit, 
Orchards Children’s Services.  
He brings a wealth of non-profit 
finance and development skills 

and knowledge to our board.  
Bob has a Master of Public 
Administration from Wayne 
State University and a Master 
of Science in Corporate Finance 
from Walsh College (MI).  He 
is also a certified Management 
Accountant and a graduate of 
Leadership Detroit.

In addition, Ravi Kallepalli and 
Robert Seestadt, our former 
accountant, joined our Finance 

Committee; Patricia Robertson, 
a former board director and 
long-time gardener, joined our 
Conservancy Farm Committee; 
and Shawn Severance, who 
has worked with SMLC on 
joint stewardship projects with 
Washtenaw County, joined our 
Stewardship Committee. 

Welcome to all and thank you for 
your contributions.

Jack cooking up pancakes for folks at SMLC’s 2007 
Sunrise Serenade at LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve.                              
       Photo by Chris Fielding

Contributions  87%

In Kind Revenue  1%

Interest & Dividends  0.3%

Program Income  3%

Reserves and Funds Transfers  9%

2010 Financial Report

Revenue $298,789*

Expenses $223,789*

* unaudited

Operations  30%

Program  56%

Depreciation  3%

Fundraising  3%

Marketing/Outreach  7%

Preserve Property Taxes  1%
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Thank you for supporting land protection in 2010!
The Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy extends appreciation for the gifts from all of our 
supporters in 2010.  Your contributions are what make it possible to continue protecting natural 
land and open space in southeast Michigan.

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
2010 Annual Report 

Memorial Donations
In	memory	of	James	Higgins

by Cathy Morse

In	memory	of	Yvonne	Sommella
by Pat & Jim Robertson

In	memory	of	Chester	J.	Lobos
by Maura & Kurt Jung

In	memory	of	Nelda	R.	Jiga
by Roger Corpolongo & Ela Jiga

In	memory	of	Frank	Baker
by Jocelyn Baker

In	memory	of	Oliver	Wheeler
by Joan Wheeler

In	memory	of	Albert	Siegel
by Robin Siegel

In	memory	of	Chuck	Botorowicz
by Rose Botorowicz

This newsletter is printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper. 

Gifts from Foundations & 
Organizations

$50,000 and up
The Carls Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (x2)

$5,000 - $14,999
Community Foundation for Southeast  
        Michigan - Fred G. and Stephanie  
        Secrest Fund
DTE Energy Foundation
Heart of the Lakes Center for Land  
        Conservation Policy & Land Trust  
        Alliance’s ACE Program

Under $1,000
Better Health Store
Busch’s Market
Kroger Community Rewards 
Country Garden Club Northville
Dexter Cider Mill
Herpetological Resource and  
        Management, LLC - David A. Mifsud
JDS Historical - Dean Sutton
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Plymouth Orchards & Cider Mill
Ypsilanti Food Co-op
Ypsilanti Garden Club
Zonta Club of Northwest Wayne County

Gifts from Individuals

$5,000 and up
Sean Cronin

$1,000 - $4999
Doris Applebaum
Barbara Black
Mary Emmett
Marilyn & Jeffrey Gilbert
Nur Akcasu & Jeffery Hannah
Jane & Dan Hayes
Maura & Kurt Jung
Peter W. Meek & Eva M. Mayer-Meek
Pat & Jim Robertson
Jay Schlegel
Andrea & David Serafin
Brad Tomtishen & Lynda Oswald
Anonymous (x2)

$500 - $999
Employees at Amadeus North America, Inc.
Brian Carroll
Donna Chrzanowski
Jennifer Hart
Helen Jeter
Robert Johnson
Patsy Knoop
Valerie & David Malaney
Monica & Eric Malloy
Emily Nietering
Cory Nyman & Jaci King
Gwen & John Nystuen
William Secrest & Misty Callies
Elvera & David Shappirio
Jonathan Trevathan
Peggy & Alan Van Kerckhove
Betty Welsh
Joan Wheeler

$1 - $499
Deborah & Joseph Aho
John Allison & Julia Miller
Roberta & Charles Anderson
Pat & Eric Appleberry
Adel Iqbal & Rahila Adel
Vivienne Armentrout
Rosemary & Tom Assenmacher
Norman Aynbinder
Robert Ayotte
Cathy Bach & Brian Hazlett
Linda Baes
Ryan Bajema
Brenda Baker
Jocelyn Baker
Nicole & Tyler Baldridge
Dr. Burton Barnes
Jennifer Bartlett
Becky & Eric Batdorf
Fran & Bill Beckley
Dietrich Bergmann
Sylvia Bethea
Carla Bisaro
Jody Blackburn
Cheryl & Don Bord
Barbara & Ben Goryca
Rose Botorowicz
Walter Bolt
Janet Bourgon
Betty Brower
Carolyn Buell
Kevin Bukowski & Sara Kurche
Linda & Paul Burger

Kelly Shon & Ryan Burkhardt
Denise & Jim Burrows
Kathy & Hal Buttermore
Allison Carey
Dan Carroll
Patricia Cassinelli
Sue & Dick Chase
Barbara Cheger
Holly Christensen
Juanita & Jesse Christian
Randall Church
Hasi Cislo
Thomas Clough
Richard Cobb
Patricia Cole
John Cook & Sharon Zarnott
Carole & Stephen Cook
John Copley
Roger Corpolongo & Ela Jiga
Marcia & John Covert
Julie Craves & Darrin O’Brien
Philip Crookshank
Dr. Rane Curl
Charlotte & Larry Davenport

Ali Demir
Martha & Michael Dennis
Dolores & Robert Denome
Arthur Dewar
Gordon Draper
Carol Dubuque
Robert Duchene
Tobi & Darry Dusbiber
Beth Dugdale & Martin Friedburg
Diana & Dick Dyer
Jim Edwards
Doris & Lynn Ehrle
Sandra Eldred
Michael Elliott & Amy Lesemann
Vivian & Eric Ellsworth
Sally & Kevin Elmiger
Martina & Daniel Ezekiel
Susan Falcone & Tom McClanahan
Chris Fielding
Frances Fisher
Connie Fitzner
Howard Fox
Cathy & Tom Freeman
Linda Futch



2011 Garden Plots at the 
Conservancy Farm

The SMLC Community Organic Garden is a 
wonderful place to enjoy the great outdoors. We have 
several 20’x20’ and 10’x20’ plots available for the 
2011 growing season.  The Garden is located just 
behind the barn at the Conservancy Farm on Vreeland 
Road in Superior Township.
If you are interested in joining us in the Community 
Organic Garden, please contact Wendy Pellerito at:   
734.484.6565 / wpellerito@SMLCland.org  
or visit www.smlcland.org for more info.

We hope to see you in the garden soon! 
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2010 Gardeners with their peanut harvest.         Photo by Denise Burrows

Jay Gardner
Charlotte & Orin Gelderloos
Alayne & Charles Gelletly
Joseph Gembala
Ina & Michael Gerdenich
Debra Glen
Curtrice Goddard
Margy & Jack Goodnoe
Suzanne Goodrich
Ed Gordish
Dennis Gordon
Ruth Graves
Thomas Griebe
Estelle Gubow
Mary Guest
Maryanne & Rodney Guest
Lionel Guregian
Robert Hamel
Lois & Lynn Hansen
Kimberly Harber
Ruth Hart
Carol & Karl Hellman
Martha & John Hicks
Gloria Hilgendorf
Mary & Neil Hodges
John Hodges
Anna Holden
Bonnie & Gary Hollander
Penny & Rowell Huesmann
Sue & Robert Hughes
Emily & Dustin Hughes
Ronald Houtz
Denise & Marty Johnson
Sonya & Gifford Jones
Kristine & Jerry Jordan
Margaret Kaminski
Linda & Joe Kanamueller
Deborah Kanter & Leon Pescador
Elizabeth Karl
Rich Kato
Hedi & Marty Kaufman
Cheryl Link-Kazarian
Woody Kellum
Judy & Robert Kelly
Emily & Bob Kemnitz
Emily Kerley
Meghan Kerr
Steven Kerwin
Jennie & Young-Chun Kim 
Diane Krause
Michael  Kress
Kumar Krishna
Geoff Kuchera
Ronda Kurtzweg
Ronald Kustra
Annie Labut
Vicki & Bill Lang
Dorthea & Donald LeFurge
Patricia & Kevin Leja
Marianne Lembfeld
Corey Leon
Cherie & Bob Levy
Jill A. Lewis

Susan List
Sally Lunn & Bob Krzewinski
Jack Lutz
Jim MacDonald & Nancy Schlabach
Bruce Manny
Barbara Mansfield
Gregory Martin
Kathleen Martin
David Mason
Ed McArdle
Alice & Robert McGee
Thomas McIntyre
Jane Miller
Alison & Bill Milus
William Milus Jr.
Employees at MLT Vacations
Stephen Modell
Dan Moerman & Claudine Farrand
Catherine Morse
Lauren & Arthur Mullen
Pat & Ron Myers
Samir Narayan
Bala Natarajan & Chaaru Velu
Robert Neugebauer
Sarah & Larry Nooden
Greg Norwood 
Jamison Novak
Dr. Joe Ohren
Ed Palermo & Gabrielle Todd
Jung Park
Cindy Paslawski
Marjorie Pasqualle
Robert Payne
Joanna Pease
Wendy & Tom Pellerito
Jane Perrin
Sally Petrella & Paul Stark
Karen Pettke
Dale Petty & Jeannine Palms
David Phillips
Leslie Pollington
Janet Pierce Raisch
Shiva Rajendran & Ganesh
Parul Rastogi
Zlatko Rauker
Sarah & Steve Repasky
Yolanda & David Richter
Constance Roberts
Jana & Tom Rockne
Lillian Roller
Corie & Thomas Root 
Stephenie & Grant Ruttinger
Glen Sard 
Julia & Randy Schneider
Nancy & Philip Schneider
Barbara Schueler & Leon Ringl
Peter Scott
Lily & Dan Secrest
Darlene & Steve Secrest
Steve Seeger
Judy Shatter
Evelyn Shuput
Sherrie Siefman

Robin Siegel
Barbara Siepierski
Jack R. Smiley
Jeanne & Philip Smith
Anne & Ross Smith
Virginia Stanch
Harold Stokes
Shirley & Harold Strom
JP Swanson
Dorothy Sweda
Catherine Tartaglia
Sam Thirunavukkarasu & Shobana  
        Balasubramanian
Kathleen Thomson
Jennifer & Ati Tislerics
Deborah & John Tofil
Barbara & Paul Trojan

Craig Tylenda
Scott Tyrrell
Lois-Jean Ulrich
Marie & Gary Urick
Sue & Carl Van Appledorn
Jamie Van Etten
Michael Wagener
Jonathan Walton
Barry Wauldron
Jennie Williams
Scott Williams
Jean & Allen Wilson
Gretchen Winters
Beverly & David Wolf
David Zelisse
Sandra Zhihar
Anonymous
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Well Connected, Well Protected by Rick Simek, Stewardship Committee Chair

More SMLC Connectivity News

Take a walk at LeFurge Woods or Morris-Reichert 
Preserve this spring, and you will experience the 
sights, sounds, and smells characteristic of healthy 
natural communities.  What makes these places 
resound with life is hundreds of acres of habitat 
connectivity. 
We’ve all watched a habitat shrink to a shadow of its 
former existence because of residential development. 
If you explore such a place, it’s likely to have the 
feel of a ghost town.  For example, you might listen 
for native Chorus Frogs in March at a local wetland 
in which adjacent forest was recently removed. 
Although the wetland itself is still “there”, you might 
be surprised that the frogs are gone.  That’s because 
the critical buffer habitat where the frogs spent their 
non-breeding time was destroyed. One more “stitch” 
of local biodiversity has become “unstitched.” 

The Land Conservancies of SE MI Collaborative
by Jill A. Lewis, Executive Director

In February 2008, my first month on board, SMLC 
began meeting several times a year with other local 
land conservancies to determine if we could protect 
land in the region, together.  Although some of the 
conservancies had worked together in the past, none 
of the group had ever worked with each other in a 
large group capacity.  
By 2010, the group agreed to work on a green 
mapping project and defined the geographic scope 
as the same southeast Michigan region that SMLC 
covers.  The group also agreed to limit participation 
in the project to members of the new Land 
Conservancies of Southeast Michigan Collaborative.  
A Memorandum of Understanding was drawn up 
by the group in July and SMLC was one of the first 
signatories.
Additional signatories include:  Grosse Ille Nature 
& Land Conservancy, Heart of the Lakes Center 
for Land Conservation Policy, Land Trust Alliance 
Midwest Program, Lapeer Land Conservancy, 
Legacy Land Conservancy, Livingston Land 

Conservancy, Michigan Nature Association, North 
Oakland Headwaters Conservancy, Raisin Valley Land 
Trust, and Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy.
In late 2010, the University of Michigan-Flint’s 
University Outreach Department was hired as the 
project’s mapping facilitators.  The Collaborative 
worked with the facilitators to determine the project’s 
criteria with the facilitators pulling together existing 
mapping resources along the way.  The result is an 
Atlas of  that the conservancies can use including 
three that were custom made for the Collaborative.  
The enclosed insert, A Natural Network for SE 
MI, is one of the custom maps which demonstrates 
connectivity as a conservation principle and reflects 
the following conservation priorities: high biodiversity, 
riparian corridors, wildlife habitat, and a potential for 
enhancement of existing conservation lands. 
The Collaborative thanks the Heart of the Lakes 
Center for Land Conservation Policy and Land 
Trust Alliance’s ACE program for funding our 
meetings through 2010 and the Green Map project.

The relationship between habitat fragmentation 
and biodiversity loss also has a scientific basis. 
Michael Rosenzweig, an evolutionary biologist 
based at the University of Arizona, has analyzed 
data from all over the world and found a one-to-one 
correspondence between habitat destruction and 
species loss. For example, every acre of habitat lost 
in a 100 acre parcel is likely to reduce biodiversity 
of that habitat by 1%.  
To enhance our continuing conservation efforts, 
SMLC will continue tapping into the 
knowledge, tools and techniques involved in 
recognizing and protecting contiguous habitat 
areas. In doing so, we will also be preserving 
the unique human experiences that are made 
possible by having access to explore “well 
connected and protected” natural lands.
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Conservancy Stewardship News

Volunteers cutting invasive Autumn Olive at LeFurge Woods Nature 
Preserve.                                        Photo by Scott Tyrrell

by Scott Tyrrell, Stewardship Coordinator 

Volunteers have been coming out in increasing 
numbers to help care for the places SMLC protects 
(see box below).  
Over the past few months, groups of volunteers 
both new and returning, have offered their 
assistance.  In the fall, employees from Charles 
Schwab assisted with exterior windows painting 
at the 100 year-old Conservancy Farmhouse.  
Also, the University of Michigan Indian 
American Student Association helped maintain 
meadow habitat by cutting invasive shrubs at 
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve.  This March, the 
University of Michigan Engineering Council 
Honors Society performed trail maintenance as 
well as helped clean, repair and install bluebird 
nest boxes in time for spring nesting season.
A big Thank You to all the individual volunteers 
who came out for SMLC stewardship workdays 
and who helped with other stewardship projects.  In 
particular, thanks to Robert Ayotte and Paul Agne 
for helping post boundary signs at Morris-Reichert 
Nature Preserve; to Chris Fielding for helping 
with a variety of tasks including posting boundary 

signs at LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve; to Gary 
Grosshans for plowing out the Conservancy Farm 
after major snowfalls this past winter; to Carla Bisaro 
for tending the flower gardens around the farmhouse.  
And a special thanks to Jerry Szabo who dedicated 
himself to keeping the farm grounds in excellent shape 
all last year.  Thank You All!
Spring is a wonderful time to get out to an SMLC 
nature preserve and May is Garlic Mustard month.  
Garlic mustard is, or soon will be, a problem in all 
SMLC preserves.  Last year, volunteers came out to 
6 garlic mustard pulling workday events to remove 
a grand total of 72 thirty-gallon bags from SMLC 
preserves!  We will be continuing the effort this spring 
and will need your help to keep this weed out of target 
areas where we can control it.  Later, in the summer 
and fall, we will switch to removing buckthorn and 
phragmites.  
It takes lots of volunteers to maintain our nature 
preserves.  We definitely have a need for more help, so 
please watch your email for event dates when you can 
come on out and lend a hand.

Get Email Updates from SMLC
Don’t miss out on the latest Conservancy 
news, events, and announcements.  If your 
address has changed, be sure to let us know 
that, too.  Send an email to Wendy at: 
wpellerito@smlcland.org 

Volunteers	Support	SMLC
Thanks to everyone who came out to help 
SMLC with stewardship activities during 
the  last year.  Dozens of people came out 
to 39 workday events in 2010.  Groups and 
individuals logged well over 800 volunteer 
hours maintaining the nature preserves and the 
Conservancy Farm.  This is a 26% increase in 
volunteer hours from 2009!  
We’d like to keep that trend going.  Your 
assistance  is crucial and not only helps SMLC 
steward our current properties but also allows 
us to protect more.  
If you are interested in volunteering for 
stewardship projects and/or you would like to 
receive project announcement emails, please 
contact Scott Tyrrell at 734.484.6565 or 
styrrell@smlcland.org for more information 
or to sign up.
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Monroe’s Academy Preserve Project

Hikers at the 2010 Spring has Sprung at Springhill nature walk 
hosted by Superior Land Conservancy.            Photo by Scott Tyrrell

By Peter Fales, MCLC Chair

This newsletter is printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper. 

Local Division News
Take a Walk with Superior Land Conservancy

The past year has been a busy one for the Superior 
Land Conservancy local division of SMLC.
After assisting SMLC with arrangements for the 
Winter Walkabout at LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve 
in February, Superior Land Conservancy resumed our 
tradition of hosting the yearly Spring Has Sprung at 
Springhill nature walk in May.  This activity takes 
participants through the Springhill Nature Preserve, 
and adjacent county-owned Kosch-Headwaters 
Preserve.  This event offers wildflower identification 
along with information about trees, plants and 
ecosystems, all included in a pleasant trail hike.

By Brenda Baker, SLC Co-Chair

In the fall, the Autumn Spectacular reprises the 
spring event, again visiting Springhill Nature 
Preserve with an emphasis on the fall colors and 
nature’s early preparation for the cold winter ahead.
In June 2010, the Superior Land Conservancy 
local division, as part of SMLC’s association 
with Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, undertook the first of anticipated 
yearly maintenance activities at the Kosch-
Headwaters Preserve.  The preserve, located at the 
Prospect Road/Ford Road intersection, is where 
County naturalists, SMLC, and Friends of the Rouge 
volunteers planted native plants encircling the small 
parking lot.  We pulled ragweed, Canada thistle, 
sweet clover and invasive grasses to encourage 
establishment of the desired wildflowers, such as 
Boneset, Blue Lobelia and Golden Alexanders.  
These will service the insects that service the crops 
that grow on a portion of the preserve!
It takes concerted effort to organize and carry 
out these activities, so we invite, as always, your 
input and aid.  If you have interest in conservancy 
activities within Superior Township, if you have 
suggestions or wish to help, please contact Brenda 
Baker (bakerpartin@aol.com, 734.482.8084) or Bill 
Secrest (Stray Dog Farm, 734.482.5957).

As we’ve reported previously in Landmarks, members 
of Monroe County Land Conservancy (MCLC), a 
local division of SMLC, have been working with the 
Friends of the Academy Preserve and the County of 
Monroe to purchase a 127 acre property located on 
the Raisin River in the City of Monroe.
Recently, the County has hired two firms to perform 
appraisals of the property.  Once the appraisals are 
completed and sent to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) and the DNR chooses one 
of them, negotiations will begin with the Sisters, 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) for 
the county to purchase the property.

This project is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
preserve a large tract of beautiful lake plain prairie, 
oak savannah, farmland and river shoreline in 
the center of an urban area.  You can help!  Gifts 
in support of the Academy Preserve project can 
be given to either the Community Foundation of 
Monroe County (734-242-1976), which has set up  
a project fund, or to SMLC, which will pass on the 
gift to the project fund.
For more information about why we are working  
to save this amazing urban oasis, please visit  
www.theacademypreserve.org.
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by Rick Simek, Stewardship Committee Chair 

Making Connections Cont. from page 1

most notably forest dwelling birds.  Still, it is a vital 
natural habitat which can be enhanced, as SMLC did 
with our first purchase of 40 acres in Westland along 
a tributary of the Rouge River.
As SMLC moves forward, one of our principal goals 
is to protect habitat of sufficient size and diversity 
so that a multitude of species can survive, and also 
to connect these natural areas so that wildlife can 
safely travel from one natural habitat to another.  
The LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve and, by 

extension, the Superior Greenway, epitomize this 
strategy (see insert map).  In a time of severe habitat 
fragmentation, SMLC has been able to consolidate 
significant expanses of land, with over 1,000 
contiguous acres now protected around LeFurge 
Woods.
But one thing is clear:  partnerships are key to 
protecting these significant landscapes which are 
so essential for wildlife.  That’s another type of 
“connection” that truly benefits wildlife...and people.

Volunteers Needed for Bluebirds Benefit! 

Wildlife Sightings

An Eastern Bluebird perches on a branch while house hunting 
in the Superior Greenway.                        Photo by Charles Scott 

SMLC preserves offer prime real estate opportunities 
– for Eastern Bluebirds.  SMLC has launched an 
ambitious bluebird nest box project at LeFurge 
Woods and Morris-Reichert nature preserves.  Local 
Boy Scouts built and installed over 80 boxes in 
suitable meadow habitat.  It is this kind of tall grass 
habitat that SMLC protects at these and other nature 
preserves that is of particular benefit to bluebirds.  
To continue attracting and housing bluebirds, we 
need volunteer help for regular monitoring of 
bluebird nest boxes.  
Having bluebirds of happiness in the nest boxes 
means making sure the bluebirds themselves are 
happy in their new digs.  Aggressive House Wrens 
and non-native House Sparrows and European 
Starlings are among the common usurpers of 
bluebird house warming efforts.  These eviction 
notices in feathered form need to be interrupted 
by volunteers who give the nest box invaders the 
boot when they try to boot out the bluebirds.  After 
repeated discouragement the invaders will leave and 
the bluebirds will have the welcome mat again at 
their door.  
An interesting and neighborly technique for greater 
bluebird nest success is to pair houses side by side 
for native Tree Swallows and bluebirds.  The more 
aggressive swallows will defend the area around 
their box which includes the bluebird couple next 
door. 

If you would like to benefit the bluebirds, please 
contact SMLC Stewardship Coordinator, Scott 
Tyrrell.  Qualifications include a willingness to 
regularly inspect SMLC preserve nest boxes from 
April-July.  The beautiful blue rewards we all will 
reap will be worth the effort.
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			YES!		I	want	to	help	preserve	critical	natural	habitat	in		
	southeast	Michigan	by	supporting	Southeast	Michigan	
	Land	Conservancy.	

Please make checks payable to Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy		
and mail to:  	 

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.  The donor received 
no goods or services in exchange for this donation.  E-mail used for SMLC news/
announcements.  We will never give or sell your personal information to any other group.

		Southeast	Michigan	Land	Conservancy
			8383	Vreeland	Rd.		
			Superior	Township,		MI		48198

• modern commercial lawn mower in good 
working order for mowing preserve trails 
(retail cost $10,000)

• heavy duty rototiller in good working order 
for the Garden program (retail cost $2,000)

• modern laptop computer, in good working 
order, with Windows 7 or newer for use in 
the field (retail cost $1,000)

• gas powered chainsaw in good working 
order (retail cost $150)

• heavy duty gas powered weed trimmer 
(with straight shaft for brush blade) (retail 
cost $140) 

• quality leather gloves (retail cost $7 each)
• bottled water for thirsty volunteers.

Check here to let SMLC use my 
gift where it is needed most.

Or,	direct	my	donation:

$_________ 

$_________

$_________

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.smlcland.org

 Name     
 Address       
 City                 State             Zip
 Phone (      )  
 E-mail     

Please contact Scott or Wendy at the 
SMLC office if you would like to make  

our wishes come true!

	(734)	484-6565
			styrrell@smlcland.org

Wish List
 Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy  

 could use the following items:$___________ Total Gift

General  
Fund
Land  
Protection Fund
Stewardship  
Endowment Fund

$_________ 

$_________

$_________

Monroe County  
Fund
Superior Township 
Fund
 
Other


