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Looking south across the future Secrest Nature Preserve.                                            Photo by Mark Even
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The Secrest Nature Preserve
By Jack Smiley, SMLC Founder and Land 
Protection Committee Member

Towering oak trees.  Buttonbush swamp and deep 
vernal ponds. Dense vegetation interspersed with 
open fields.  These are some of the rich wildlife 
habitats which will now be permanently protected 
with the establishment of the Secrest Nature 
Preserve, which is set to be purchased later this fall.

As reported in the spring issue of Landmarks, the 
SMLC Board has decided to name the 80-acre 
parcel at the corner of Ford Road and Berry Road 
in Superior Township in honor of the Secrest family.  
This is most appropriate as I can think of no other 
group of people who have done more to support the 
work of the Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy.

Led by parents Fred and Stephanie Secrest, all 
have contributed greatly to the success of SMLC 
and to the furtherance of land conservation, 
especially in Superior Township.  From loans to 
finance acquisitions, generous donations and 
active encouragement, they have been there all 
along the way.  In fact, it was Bill Secrest who 
helped lead the charge to start SMLC’s local chapter 
in the Township, then called the Superior Land 
Conservancy.  That enthusiasm quickly resulted 
in SMLC’s first land acquisition in the Township—a 
30-acre donation by Bradford and Nancy Perkins 

to create the Springhill Nature Preserve.  That one 
donation in 1991 was the catalyst for the protection 
of over 2,500 acres, which are now in the Superior 
Greenway.

The five Secrest siblings grew up in Dearborn along 
a Rouge River valley, their love of the land inspired 
by their parents.  Young Bill was probably the most 
enamored with the flowing waters near their home. 

“I started exploring the muddy 
banks of the Rouge River when 
I was five years old," said Bill.  

“I would float down the river in an old cement tub 
during the summer and I would skate over its icy 
expanse in the winter, sometimes falling through.  
I’ve always lived in the Rouge watershed.” 
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As I write this, SMLC is very close to being able to 
finalize the purchase of 80 acres in the northern Superior 
Greenway with our project partners, Washtenaw County 
Parks and Recreation Commission and the City of Ann 
Arbor (Greenbelt program).  Fittingly, the newest SMLC 

preserve will be named after the Secrest family, to honor their years of 
longstanding support of SMLC.  This project is 1½ years in the making 
and is a great example of Conservation Takes All of Us.  From the project 
partners’ significant contributions of funds, due diligence management 
and in-person time, to the many funders and donors who gave to the 
Superior Greenway Expansion Project – Phase II (see page 3), this has 
been a true community effort.  See pages 1, 4, and 5 for more on this 
inspiring project.

Many organizations have helped SMLC achieve our conservation goals 
in the past three decades including our partners in land protection:  the 
State of Michigan’s DNR and former DEQ (now EGLE) for help with multiple 
projects; Ducks Unlimited, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act – partners in protecting LeFurge 
Woods and restoring Lost Lake nature preserves; Avis, LLC who donated 
Chesterfield Nature Preserve;  J. A. Woollam Foundation for considerable 
help with property-readiness and Six Rivers Land Conservancy, the 
conservation easement holder - Lost Lake Nature Preserve; Redwood 
Acquisitions for considerable help with property-readiness and The Nature 
Conservancy for restoring Sibley Prairie-West Prairie Nature Preserve; 
Michigan Nature Association and Pittsfield Township – who own preserves 
and parks where SMLC is the conservation easement holder; Detroit 
Audubon – the conservation easement holder on a couple of SMLC 
preserves; and King & MacGregor Environmental, Inc.– who facilitated 
several wetland mitigation projects on SMLC preserves. If I’ve missed 
anyone, know that we are grateful for your support.  Thirty-one years 
later – it is making a difference.

Jill Lewis with current and former Board Presidents during her 
tenure: Mary Ericson, Jon Trevathan, James Weiner, Rick Simek.

Photo by Steven Przybylski
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Fundraising Success 

2019 Fundraising Success:  
SGEP-II and ELLC
By Jill A. Lewis, Executive Director

Thank you to our many project and annual campaign 
donors for supporting SMLC in our land conservation 
journey.

As of this newsletter printing, SMLC has successfully 
raised the $129,500 goal for the Superior 
Greenway Expansion Project – Phase II!  Major 
support has been provided by:  the William and Lisa 
Ford Foundation, the Speckhard-Knight Charitable 
Foundation, Superior Charter Township, Superior 
Land Preservation Society, and many individual 
donors. Thank You!  

The SGEP-II funds will be used to help SMLC pay 
our share of the project purchase (see Secrest 
Nature Preserve articles elsewhere in this issue) 
as well as SMLC’s property-readiness expenses 
(initial signage, stewardship, and public access).  
Project partners Washtenaw County Parks and the 
City of Ann Arbor are contributing $360,000+ and 
$300,000, respectively, towards the purchase and 
due diligence costs (County).  The County will hold 
the Conservation Easement.

SMLC has benefitted from the renewal gifts from 
returning Eco-Logical Leadership Club (ELLC) 
members this year.  The purpose of the ELLC is to 
support SMLC’s mission by funding our land protection 
work that is elevating local land conservation.  Last 
year, SMLC had a new club high with 21 members of 
this newer initiative.  If you are interested in joining 
the ELLC, please contact me at jlewis@smlcland.org 
or 734-484-6565. 

“We are reminded of the importance 
of SMLC’s work every time we drive 
through the ever expanding urban 

sprawl of SE Michigan.  However, we 
appreciate it even more when we’re 
walking through one of our great 

nature areas!  By supporting SMLC at 
the ELLC level, we’re trying to do our 

part to help its mission.”
      - Mitch and Lori Hall

SMLC is deeply grateful to all of the other 
businesses, individuals, and volunteers who 

contributed to our Picnic.

Thank You to our Sponsors!

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy's 2019

Picnic    Farm   at
�e

Leadership Donation: Michelle Deatrick
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Public Access at Secrest 
Nature Preserve
By Jill A. Lewis, Executive Director

The forthcoming acquisition of the Secrest Nature 
Preserve, 80-acres of land that is visible from 
busy Ford Road and the more serene Berry Road 
in Superior Township, provides an opportunity for 
significant public access in the northern Superior 
Greenway.

An existing parking area and trail provide the 
starting point for trail users at Superior Township’s 
Schroeter Park (see map on page 5). The trail 
meanders south and connects with a public trail 
at Washtenaw County Park’s Weatherbee Woods 
Preserve. SMLC desires to link a future public 
trail at the Secrest preserve with that combined 
trail. To do so is a bit challenging. A significant 
tributary of the Rouge River crosses the southern 
end of Weatherbee Woods and seasonally has the 
potential for rushing water!

SMLC’s solution is to install a parking area and 
initial trailhead along Berry Road (south of the 
tributary) with a public hiking trail routed through 
the northern end of this large property. This will 
allow visitors to see the natural beauty of the 
surrounding woods and wetlands, view the bucolic 
farmland next door and, ideally, continue along 
the County’s trail via a future footbridge across the 
tributary or circle back to where they started (see 
adjacent map.)

Secrest Nature Preserve

Conservation Values at the 
Secrest Nature Preserve
By Julie McLaughlin, Stewardship and Outreach Manager

When SMLC is acquiring a new preserve, the first 
step is to assess what is on and around the site 
ecologically – what we often refer to as “Conservation 
Values”. These include already protected nearby 
lands, and on-site natural features like wetlands, 
forests, grasslands, scenic views, and geologic 
formations.

Once we inventory the site, the doors of creativity 
swing wide open. We consider habitat management 
– is there restoration needed? What invasive species 
exist – what may need immediate attention?  Are 
there fragile areas that should be protected from 
heavy use? How can we best preserve the higher 

quality areas while also engaging the public in our 
work?

The Secrest Preserve has an impressive mosaic of 
habitats. The north end contains an extension of 
the Weatherbee Woods old growth oak-hickory 
forest,  forested and open wetlands, and the 
boundary between the Huron River and Rouge 
River watersheds. The southern portion is primarily 
former farmland, which will require the most 
restoration work due to the overgrown invasive 
shrubs. However in the same area, pockets of 
inundated shrub swamp buffer a headwater drain 
to the Rouge River watershed. 

These diverse communities have sparked a lot of 
excitement about the stewardship potential at the 
preserve.
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Superior Greenway Collaboration

Partnership Leads to Secrest 
Acquisition
By Remy Long, Ann Arbor Greenbelt Program Manager

Looking across the entire Greenbelt District 
surrounding the City of Ann Arbor and beyond, the 
Superior Greenway is one of the finest examples of 
strategic preservation, partnerships and stewardship 
in the region. 

Since 2008, the City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt Program 
has helped add over 375 acres to the SMLC’s Superior 
Greenway, which is emblematic of the Greenbelt’s 
strategic focus on preserving large blocks of lands in 
priority areas, and providing the public with natural open 
spaces that offer scenic views, recreation and biodiversity.

The Greenbelt has contributed $1,038,163.00 to 
preservation efforts along and around the Superior 
Greenway, including Washtenaw County’s Meyer 
Preserve, SMLC’s Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve, and 
the Schultz Farm conservation easement.

Partnerships are integral to the Greenbelt Program’s 
success, and the Superior Greenway is a prime example 
of the both the beautiful landscapes and excellent 
partner organizations the Greenbelt seeks. The Secrest 
acquisition is yet another example of conservation 
collaborations at their finest: an outstanding addition 
to the Superior Greenway, and the partners necessary 
to get ensure both the preservation and stewardship 
of the property in perpetuity.

Superior Greenway Partners - 
WCPARC
By Ginny Trocchio, Superintendent of  Park Planning and Natural Areas, 
Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission

Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission 
(WCPARC) has been a proud partner with Southeast 
Michigan Land Conservancy, the City of Ann Arbor’s 
Greenbelt Program and others in establishing the 
Superior Greenway in Superior Township that 
connects more than a dozen properties, totaling over 
2,400 acres of protected and publicly accessible land.  
The Superior Greenway traverses woods, wetlands, 
and cultivated fields that provide passive recreation 
opportunities such as hiking and birding for visitors.  

WCPARC has partnered with SMLC on important 
Greenway acquisitions such as the SMLC-owned 
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve which contains one 
of the highest quality woodlots in the area.WCPARC 
holds a conservation easement of 64 acres on the 
325-acre preserve, which was voted most popular 
preserve in one of the County’s newsletter surveys 
during the past decade.  In total, WCPARC has 
collaborated with partners including SMLC to protect 
over 400 acres along the Superior Greenway, and 
the work is not complete yet.  Additional acquisitions 
are currently in the works that would provide 
extensions to the existing trail network.  This 
includes the forthcoming Secrest Nature Preserve.  
WCPARC will hold the conservation easement on 
the 80-acre property, located next to WCPARC’s 84-
acre Weatherbee Woods Preserve and adjacent to a 
WCPARC conservation easement property.

Superior
Greenway

The Superior 
Greenway 
Partners
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Restoration Update

Continued Restoration Success
By Julie McLaughlin, Stewardship and Outreach Manager

Lost Lake
This fall marks the completion of North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant-funded 
work for the Lost Lake Restoration Project. The on-
the-ground work began in February 2018 with a 
significant wetlands enhancement project and the 
start of prairie restoration at 2 sites on the preserve.  

The main prairie restoration site work included the 
large-scale removal of invasive shrubs, followed by 
repeated herbiciding and mowing.  The latter two 
activities continue this fall, and  seeding of native 
forbs and grasses will follow. The final project 
outcome in this area – which the public trail traverses 
through - will be 15 acres of restored tallgrass prairie. 
SMLC will take on the ongoing adaptive maintenance 
required for any restoration project.

The enhancement of an 8-acre wetland, which 
was completed in spring 2018, has required little 
maintenance since. This wetland was previously 
drained and is part of a larger complex of 
interconnected wetlands and lakes on the preserve.

SMLC is grateful to Ducks Unlimited and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service for their management 
and in-person assistance with this project.  We are 
also grateful to the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) for their additional funding.

Additionally, Lost Lake was chosen in 2019 as a 
project site by the Oakland County Cooperative 
Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) to 
receive two herbicide treatments of invasive black 
swallow-wort surrounding the parking lot, trails, and 
the main prairie restoration site noted above.   

Sibley Prairie
At the West Prairie site, work continued on a 
major restoration project started with The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) in 2015.  A prescribed burn was 
prepped for and attempted in December 2018 and 
although conditions were poor, the areas that did 
burn showed promise in their reduction of invasive 
species.  TNC was contracted to do this grant-funded 
work, with funding provided by the MDNR.    In 
2019, SMLC continued herbicide treatments and is 
preparing for another prescribed burn.

Superior Greenway
SMLC was awarded a grant from the Jackson-Lenawee-
Washtenaw CISMA for invasive species treatments. 
This funding allowed us to treat invasive Phragmites 
in and around wetlands at LeFurge Woods Nature 
Preserve. The CISMA is a regional effort funded by 
the State of Michigan to coordinate invasive species 
treatments and outreach and provides small grant 
opportunities for private landowners.MDNR, USFWS, and SMLC staff look over 

restoration plans at Lost Lake.  Photo by Mark Even



LANDMARKS Fall 2019 7

Stewardship Update

Moving Towards Accreditation 
with The Carls Foundation
By Julie McLaughlin, Stewardship and Outreach Manager

As some of you know, SMLC is in the process of 
preparing to apply for Land Trust Alliance (LTA) 
Accreditation. If you’re unfamiliar with the process, 
becoming an Accredited Land Trust requires that a 
land trust demonstrate that it’s using LTA standards 
and practices across all aspects of their work, 
including stewardship. SMLC’s stewardship program  
now requires that we have completed management 
plans in place for each of our 17 nature preserves, 
and that we monitor each preserve at least annually. 
As an organization which covers the 7-county 
southeast Michigan region, this is no small feat! 

Last fall, we received a grant from The Carls 
Foundation to help us prepare for Accreditation, and 
in particular to help with land protection policies and 
procedures, and stewardship management planning 
and site monitoring. 

Thanks to this grant, SMLC hired two Stewardship 
Field Assistants, who worked on habitat and 
property management throughout SMLC nature 
preserves. This added help allowed me to focus more 
on management planning, without reducing the 
attention given to our natural areas during the busy 
summer season. Riley Hayes and Spencer Overbeck 
helped with invasive species management, trail 
maintenance, building boardwalks, installing signs, 
and grounds and farmhouse maintenance at the 
Conservancy Farm. 

With this grant we were also able to hire several 
contractors to assist with complex nature preserve 
projects. Elizabeth McLaughlin was in charge of the 
2019 nature preserve monitoring. She coordinated 
volunteer preserve monitors, visited and collected 
monitoring data, and wrote reports for our nature 
preserves. 

Cathleen Sampselle identified and mapped 
ecological communities at several key preserves. 
This information gives SMLC an idea of what types of 
habitat we have at each preserve, which then helps 
us define our goals for protection and management.

Amanda Klain boosted our management plans by 
describing conservation threats and management 
goals and objectives.

Thank you everyone!

Riley Hayes Spencer 
Overbeck

Liz McLaughlin Cathy 
Sampselle

Amanda Klain Sarah
Naperala

Our 2019 Stewardship Team

Sarah Naperala – 
Organizational Guru

SMLC owes a deep debt of gratitude for Sarah 
Naperala’s ongoing help with our organizational 
changes – Sarah has been assisting SMLC since 
2015, starting with Accreditation-readiness, 
followed by 3 years of assisting with organizational 
changes, and is currently helping with Accreditation-

required policies and procedures.  

Thank You Sarah!
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Local Chapter News

Friends of the Superior 
Township Chapter
By Carla Bisaro, Superior Township Chapter Committee

For 2019, Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
has embraced the theme of “Conservation Takes 
All of Us.”  As a local and much smaller arm of the 
organization, the Superior Township Chapter has 
operated ongoing from that very premise.  With 
limited resources, our achievements have come 
about because “we get by with a little help from 
our friends.”  Over the years we have worked with 
Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission, 
with Friends of the Rouge, with area Girl Scouts, with 
Michigan Botanical Foundation, and even with Rouge 
Rescue sponsor Advanced Disposal.

Some of our earliest cooperative efforts were at 
the County’s Kosch-Headwaters  Preserve, where a 
group consisting of SMLC Chapter volunteers, Rouge 
Rescue volunteers and County Parks representatives 
installed and for several years tended a Pollinator 
Garden, as well as working on removal of invasive 
species.

After the SMLC acquisition of the Jack R. Smiley 
Nature Preserve, our attention turned to that 
preserve’s reception area.  Because of a grant from 
the Michigan Botanical Foundation, we were able to 
install our impressive Native Plant and Insect Garden.  
Utilizing help from local Girl Scouts, volunteers from 
Advanced Disposal, and other Superior Township 
volunteers, the garden was installed and has been 
later maintained at Rouge Rescue Day events.  
Working in concert with like-minded volunteers, we 
have done with others what we could never have 
achieved on our own.

To the Landmarks newsletter guest writers:  Carla 
Bisaro, Stephanie Bussema, Richard Kent, Remy 
Long, Jack Smiley, and Ginny Trocchio. 

To the volunteers who have helped with our mailings, 
community tabling, and SMLC events:  
Cathy Bach, Brenda Baker, Bob and Carla Bisaro, Doug 
and Vanessa Boyce, June Davis, Marty Davis-Merritts 
and Scott Merritts, Michelle Deatrick, Carol Dobos, Chris 
and Rose Fielding, Jeffrey and Marilyn Gilbert, Mitch 
Hall, Martha Hitchiner, Nancy Kasdorf, Richard Kent, 
Jim and Michelle McIntyre, Tony Pitts, Bill Secrest, Jack 
Smiley, Jon Trevathan, and Jacob Yesh-Brochstein.

To our photographers:  Stephanie Bussema, Mark 
Even, Chris Fielding, Charles Scott, Steven Przybylski, 
Jack Smiley, and John Wirth.

To the stewardship volunteers: Joyce Arakelian, 
Carla Bisaro, Aidan Blum, Doug and Vanessa Boyce, 
Karen Brogdon, Elisabeth Carter, David Cottrill, Eva 
Deck, Sean and Shelby Dix, Racheal Doran, Mark 
Even, Bryan Garchar, Ben Higdon, Maura Jung, 
Diane Krause, Caroline and Matthew Lynden, Wayne 
McGarrah, Robert Moll, Ron Narkun, John Oates, 
David Olson, Tony Pitts, Gene and Margaret Szedenits, 
Nadeem Syed, Abby and Max Teener, and Hunter 
Torolski. 

To the special project volunteers:  Rachel Barns, 
Heidi Gunther, and Clare Kucera.

A special thanks to DTE Energy for their recurring 
commitment to stewardship workdays.

Finally, a special thanks to Marty Davis-Merritts for 
extra helpfulness with the database and mailings; and 
to Mark Even for professional quality photographs 
and videos, and for his dedication to LeFurge Woods. 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered with SMLC this 
year!

Many thanks to our volunteers...

Carla Bisaro and a Girl Scout preparing a native 
plant for the garden.              Photo by Charles Scott  

For more information about volunteering, 
please contact Julie McLaughlin at 

jmclaughlin@smlcland.org or call 734-484-6565.
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Conservation Profile

Conservation Profile: 
James T. Weiner
By Richard Kent, SMLC Board Secretary and 
Land Protection Committee Member

If SMLC gave an annual MVP (Most Valuable Player) 
award, which unfortunately for him it does not, 
James (Jim) Weiner probably would have won it 
several times in the past 15+ years that he has been 
on the Board of the Conservancy.  Jim joined the 
Board in 2004 and served as Board President from 
2009 to 2014.  Appropriately, he was presented 
with the Directors Award in recognition of his 
presidential service the following year.  Currently he 
serves as Chair of the Land Protection Committee, 
the committee that is primarily responsible for 
evaluating and making recommendations to the 
Board regarding land to be protected by SMLC.  
Jim only became the chair of this committee this 
year but has served on it with distinction since he 
joined the board in 2004.

To acquire land at the least financial obligation to 
SMLC we have often worked with project partners 
such as Washtenaw County, the City of Ann Arbor, 
the State of Michigan DNR, Detroit Audubon, 
Ducks Unlimited, The Nature Conservancy, etc.  
On numerous occasions, Jim has been the primary 
contact judiciously representing SMLC’s interests 
in these collaborations. 

While writing this article I asked Jim which of SMLC’s 
numerous projects he was most proud or happy to 
be involved in.  Without hesitation, he indicated 
the Lost Lake Nature Preserve was his favorite, and 
no wonder. Lost Lake Nature Preserve consists of 
538 acres of lakes, wetlands, forests and meadows 
at the border of Oakland and Genesee counties. 
Jim worked with Jill Lewis, other Board directors, a 
significant project donor and The Six Rivers Land 
Conservancy to preserve this regional treasure. 
If you have not yet visited it, this fall is a great 
time – check out the SMLC website for details and 
directions.  Most recently, Jim has provided legal 
work for the latest acquisition project in Superior 
Township, which borders Schroeter Park and 
the Weatherbee Preserve.  It will be named the 
Secrest Nature Preserve after acquisition.  As he 
typically does, Jim has handled the purchase and 
partnership agreements for the project, reviewed 
other legal documents, and led a due diligence site 
visit for the Board in September. 

In the interest of full disclosure, the author of this 
article does not possess an unbiased assessment 
of Jim Weiner – he happens to be a good friend of 
mine.  We met when he joined the SMLC Board - I 
was then and still am a member.  Jim and I have 
shared more than a few beers together, often as a 
prelude to, or postlude to, a sports event usually 
involving the UM Wolverines.  

On behalf of the Board I wish to thank James T. 
Weiner for his dedication, invaluable service and 
unending contributions to land conservation in 
southeast Michigan.

Dont’ miss out on the latest 
Conservancy news, events, and 
announcements.  If your address 
has changed, be sure to let us 
know that too.  

To sign up, please send an email to Jennifer at: 
info@smlcland.org

Get Email Updates from SMLC

Jim Weiner discusses an SMLC conservation 
easement with landowner Bob Schultz. 
             Photo by Chris Fielding

In addition to these formal roles, Jim has served 
as SMLC’s unofficial attorney for most of the 
time he has been on the Board.  Jim’s expertise 
has been drawn on for the legal requirements 
of land acquisitions, both for fee transactions 
and conservation easements, such as purchase 
agreements, drafting policies for Board approval 
and interpretation of laws and regulations related 
to land use and conservation plus general corporate 
matters such as updating SMLC’s bylaws in 2015.  
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Community Garden and Picnic at the Farm

2019 Picnic at the Farm
The Picnic in September was a lovely event.  Fifty people attended under cloudy skies but enjoyable 
cooler weather.  Participants were treated to a delicious picnic BBQ, a tour of the historic farm buildings 
and Community Organic Garden, and a fun presentation from the Howell Nature Center demonstrating 
species you can see locally (Broad-winged hawk, Great horned owl, and American kestrel).  

The purpose of the bi-annual Picnic is to thank our members and volunteers for all of their support.  We 
couldn’t do our work without you! During this year’s event we presented our 2019 SMLC Awards to thank 
a special group of people for going above and beyond in helping SMLC achieve our mission.  Thank you!

SMLC's 2019 Award Recipients:
Jack R. Smiley Award:  Richard (Rick) Simek, past SMLC Board President
Executive Director Legacy Award:  Jill A. Lewis, Executive Director
Directors' Award:  Jonathan (Jon) Trevathan, past SMLC Board President
Legacy Volunteer Award:  Charles Scott
2019 Volunteer of the Year Award:  Martha (Marty) Davis-Merritts
2018 Volunteer of the Year Award:  Mark Even

Notes from the Garden
By Julie McLaughlin, Community Organic Garden Member

This spring, while living in a small apartment and 
working at the Conservancy Farm, I  signed up for 
SMLC’s Community Organic Garden program. For a 
reasonable donation, you can rent a spacious plot 
among fellow members.  Being a first time vegetable 
gardener, I was thrilled when several of the long term 
practitioners offered me advice, critiques, and even 
the occasional plant or vegetable.

I convinced a friend to help me prep, plant and pull 
weeds in exchange for reaping some of the edible 

rewards. We weren’t sure there would be any, but lo 
and behold, we managed to grow things. We inherited 
a bed of asparagus, which was the first thing we 
ate from the garden. Later in the summer we got a 
handful of wax beans and strawberries, and a couple 
of things I’d never thought would grow, including 
cucumbers, tomatoes, and jalapeno peppers… plus 
edible flowers such as borage! The biggest success 
was the squash, which I am continuing to harvest!

For my first year being a committed gardener, I’m 
pretty proud of our harvest, even if we were two 
months behind everyone else.

Small but tasty home-grown cucumbers.            
         Photo by Julie McLaughlin

Picnic volunteers Vanessa Boyce and Carol Dobos.                        
       Photo by Steven Przybylski 
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Being nocturnal, the flying squirrel’s main predator 
is various owl species.  This poses a problem for 
the squirrels, as they are a social species and need 
to communicate with each other using sound.  
However, owls have keen hearing and could use 
the noise to locate and capture the squirrels.  So 
flying squirrels communicate at such a high pitch 
that owls cannot hear them!

The Howell Nature Center cares for flying squirrels 
in captivity, and also uses them for education. 
The northern flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus) 
pictured below, named Alvin, was kept as an illegal 
pet and can't survive on his own. He was mostly 
hidden during his recent visit to the SMLC Picnic 
at the Farm, but some lucky guests were able to 
sneek a peek at this often unseen creature. 

Continued from page 1

Wildlife Sightings

Sights Unseen: Flying Squirrel
By Stephanie Bussema, Howell Nature Center

One animal you probably haven’t seen while 
walking on SMLC trails is the flying squirrel.  In 
fact, most people don’t even realize that southeast 
Michigan’s woods are full of these elusive critters!  
Smaller than more well-known squirrel species 
- about the size of a hamster  - flying squirrels 
are nocturnal, using their large eyes to help them 
navigate in the dark.  During the day, they curl up 
to sleep in tree cavities.

Though they are called flying squirrels, the name 
isn’t completely accurate, as these mammals don’t 
actually fly.  Rather they glide, using a large flap 
of skin that stretches between their legs on both 
sides called a patagium.  This adaptation allows 
them to move around the tree canopy quickly and 
efficiently, helping them forage for food while also 
avoiding predators.  They have been known to 
glide over 200 feet!  Flying squirrels are mostly 
herbivorous, eating mushrooms, nuts, and fruits, 
but will sometimes eat insects and bird eggs as 
well.

Northern Flying Squirrel. Photo by Stephanie Bussema

It is fitting that the new preserve is located primarily 
in the Rouge River watershed, with a small portion 
flowing to the Huron River.  

The waters from this preserve will continue to feed 
the meandering creeks, which lead into the Lower 
Rouge River, which flows past the Secrests’ ancestral 
home in Dearborn.

This ribbon of water is also 
a river of life for the people 
and wildlife that share the 

landscape.  
With everything on this living planet connected in 
some way, perhaps more youth will be inspired by 

what they encounter, giving a ray of hope to new 
generations.  We can hope.

So, once again, we thank and commemorate the 
Secrest family for their contributions towards making 
this a better world:  Fred and Stephanie Secrest, 
Bill Secrest and his wife Misty Callies, and siblings 
Daniel, Steve, Marion Gold and Fred, Jr.  The Secrest 
Nature Preserve will be another treasure for all to 
explore and enjoy.

Secrest Nature Preserve

Majestic oaks at Secrest Nature Preserve.
Photo by Mark Even
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Wish List
SMLC could use the following items:

I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in southeast 
Michigan by supporting Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy.

Item Needed Retail Cost

Used pickup truck in good condition $10,000

Utility trailer $3,000

Fire safety equipment $1,100

Multi-Function Color Printer 
(for business) $900

Window A/C unit in good working 
condition $250

Microfiber mop & bucket $40

Bottled water for thirsty volunteers 
(24 count) $5

Please make checks payable to 
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy and mail to:    

Please contact the SMLC office 
if you would like to make our wishes come true! 
(734) 484-6565 | info@smlcland.org

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.  The donor received no goods or services 
in exchange for this donation.  E-mail used only for SMLC news/announcements.  We will never give or 
sell your personal information to any other group.

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Rd.  
Superior Township,  MI  48198

□ Check here to let SMLC use 
my gift where it is needed most.

Land Protection 
Fund

Monroe County  
Fund

Stewardship  
Endowment Fund

Superior Township  
Fund

$_________ Total Gift

$_________ $_________

$_________ $_________

Name:____________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

City:__________________________  State:__________ Zip:__________

Phone:____________________________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________________

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.smlcland.org

Or, direct my donation:

Yes!

Our Mission The Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy 
conserves natural land and open space - including forests, 
wetlands, meadows, agricultural lands, and places of scenic beauty 
- to provide habitat for wildlife and to enrich the lives of people.


