“The deep roots never doubt spring will come” ~ Marty Rubin

						
Dear Friend:													May 2021
Recently I watched a giant snapping turtle make its way down my driveway (next to an adjacent wetland /
pond area) with a great deal of awe and a healthy amount of respect. The very large reptile was most likely a
female making her annual spring trek to lay eggs. I learned this after doing some research to see if there was
a connection between my morning sighting and the time of year.
The snapper is one of 10 native Michigan turtles and a common species in our state along with the Painted
turtle (my favorite), the Common Map turtle and a few others. However, there are also 4 species that are
either threatened or are species of special concern including the Blanding’s Turtle. This is due to loss of habitat,
pollution, nest predation and overharvest according to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.
One reason I enjoy turtles is that they belong to one of the oldest reptile groups on the planet dating back to
the time of the dinosaurs (that’s amazing). They also have long lifespans with some Michigan species living
more than 50 years, and a couple of them up to 100 or more years! Most importantly, turtles can be a sign of
a healthy ecosystem since they are part of the food chain and help keep things in their natural balance.
Since turtles bring balance to their environment and in some cases are an indicator species of how well that
ecosystem is doing, it’s important to protect where they live: marshes, swamps and bogs, creeks and streams,
wetlands, rivers and lakes, and for some species: forests, grasslands, and open woodlands.
During the warm season you can see them as you paddle down a river or inland lake sunning themselves out on
logs in the water. You can also see them in your neighborhood, literally trying to cross the road! This is true in
the Superior Greenway where there are some very healthy-sized snappers. Further north at the Morris-Reichert
Nature Preserve, you might get lucky and spot a Blanding’s Turtle and at the Lost Lake Nature Preserve you
might see several species near Slack Lake and the nearby wooded wetlands.
One way to help the Painted, Common Map and Blanding’s turtles is to give to local conservation efforts
including SMLC. Even the snappy snapper will benefit and it’s a turtle we definitely want to have around as they
are scavengers. They help keep the ecosystems they live in cleaned up. Your SMLC gift will fund local land
preservation, public access to natural areas and open spaces, and support wildlife habitat for turtles and other
native species.
I enjoyed the sighting of the gentle giant in my yard – who meant me no harm and went on her way after I
snapped some pictures (at a distance!). I took it as yet another sign of this Spring’s uplifting renewal given the
last 15 months. Thank you for your gift of renewal to SMLC and your generosity this past year.
Sincerely,

Jill A. Lewis
Executive Director
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PS – Donating to SMLC preserves the wonder of wildlife encounters for generations to come.
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Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

"local land conservation".

Spread the word about SMLC’s good work and
invite others to join you in participating in

3. Tell your family and friends.

Pledges can be payable over the next 2
years starting with a payment on the pledge
before 12-31-21. All pledges should be paid
in full no later than 12-31-22.

2. Make a generous pledge today.

Use the enclosed envelope to mail your gift to
SMLC or make a secure credit card donation
at www.smlcland.org.

1. Make a generous donation today.
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