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Ineffable Beauty

Natural Beauty of the Human Kind

This morning I enjoyed rising early to sit outside
beneath a full moon and twinkling planets. Over by
the creek, I could hear bullfrogs chanting. As our
world spun around back towards the sun, coyote
pups chimed in with their yipping cries and birds
took up their morning songs. Amidst that sonorous
moment, I felt an acute sense of serenity and
inspiration—an intimate connection to the physical
world at its most elemental level.

When I first moved into Superior Township, I was
struck by the openness of its agricultural spaces—a
latent fantasy of a city girl who wondered what it was
like to grow up on a farm.

By Bill Secrest—Co-Chair

By Brenda Baker—Co-Chair

Our Superior Greenway, currently over 2,400
acres of sequestered natural areas, is a favorite
flyway for migrating birds and a hideaway for
the ephemeral indigenous wildflowers that once
blanketed these lands. This is truly a world-class
nature area, an oasis of peace for our community.
People love nature. It slows us down
and opens us up. Mother Nature
provides a healing balm to relieve
the stressful turmoil of urban living.
Many visit our preserves daily, but
few pause to reflect how they came to
be. Preserving nature amidst strong
economic and development pressures
takes a lot of work. As supporters
of the Superior Township Chapter
of SMLC, we are guardians. We
are taking up the challenge and the
opportunity to craft the legacy that we
are bequeathing to our progeny.

My reasons for moving here were much more
concrete—proximity to work and a house in a
neighborhood we liked and could afford. The nearby
open space was an incidental bonus. I knew little of
land preservation; SMLC didn’t exist yet.
Very soon after my arrival, I learned of a local citizens’
organization called C.F.A.S.T.—Citizens For A Superior
Township. I joined and subscribed to their modest
newsletter. C.F.A.S.T. drifted away after a couple
more years…but that was because their primary
mission had been accomplished!
It turns out that C.F.A.S.T. had its
roots in citizen resistance to a plan
to pave Cherry Hill Road through
Superior Township. Cherry Hill
traverses four or five miles within
the Township. This stretch is a
rural (gravel) road with residences
sprinkled along the sides.
Those who used the road
recognized the threat that paving
it posed to their rural lifestyle…and
THEY TOOK ACTION.

A few years later, Bill Secrest
This evening, the birds again
observed and lamented encroaching
commanded the skies over our
development from the east. Many
greenway. Swirling flocks of swallows,
residents of many places have
living up to their name, devoured
Autumn beauty at
Photo by Charles Scott
come to similar realizations…but
Springhill Nature Preserve
mosquitos. The bats were out there
BILL
TOOK ACTION. He started the
too, and the fireflies seemed to mirror
Superior
Land
Conservancy,
and engaged like-minded
the heavens above. Again the moon and the
strangers
to
join
with
him
to
influence the impact of
stars shone through a cloudless sky. Our natural
human
activity
on
our
natural
surroundings.
world abounds with ineffable beauty, beauty that
I can only begin to hint at through these words.
As a backdrop to these specific actions, Superior
“Ineffable”, after all, means beyond words. It
Township government maintained its land use
has been said that the soul that beholds beauty
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The Making of a Preserve
By Jack R. Smiley, SMLC Founder and Board Director

A recent survey by Washtenaw County Parks found that the 325acre LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve is the most popular preserve
in the County. That didn’t surprise me because it is my favorite
preserve, too. But did you know that wasn’t its original name? It
also didn’t start out as being over 1/2 square mile. It took a lot of
work—and a bit of luck—for it to become what it is today.
It all began in 1993 when the Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
obtained a 6-month Option to buy 131 acres along Prospect
Road. By wildlife habitat standards, it wasn’t the most desirable
property because it was primarily open farm land, with only 21
acres of young woods. It did, however, have over 1/2 mile of prime
road frontage and it adjoined a botanically rich forest known as
“LeFurge’s Woods”—named after the early settler family that owned
much of the woods for many years. (This was also the name that
Branson Walpole used in 1924 in his Flora of Washtenaw County.)
SMLC’s goal was to acquire this premier forest, but our strategy
was to acquire land around the woods to lessen the threat of
development. Our hope was to be in a position to purchase it if it
ever became available. SMLC exercised the Option and purchased
the 131 acres using cash on hand and loans from members. Thus
began our lengthy endeavor to consolidate land at this location.
The Board immediately began planning the long-term future of the
property. While keeping land available for farming, we envisioned
transforming much of it into diversified wildlife habitat. We planned
to plant trees to expand the forest canopy, create a meadow/
grassland habitat for birds and butterflies, and create wetlands in an
area which was often too wet to farm. Since our goal was to restore
wildlife habitat, we called the property the LeFurge Woods Habitat
Restoration Project.

One of our initial projects was to create a small camp site on a scenic overlook. We planted the site with
grass seed which became a favorite spot for hungry deer! We initiated the first of our popular Full Moon
Campfires in September of 1994.
We then took 20 acres near the camp site out of production so that it could revert to grassland. The west
half was taken out of production the first year,
and the east half the subsequent year. Queen
Anne’s Lace was the dominant vegetation in the
first year and it quickly became more diversified
by year two.
At the same time, we were looking to expand our
holdings at this site, so we contacted the owner
of the 120 acres at the corner of Prospect and
Geddes Roads. We worked together to secure a
state grant to purchase the development rights
to the property but, unfortunately, the owner
chose to accept another offer right when the state
grant was approved. This was a tremendous
disappointment—especially since the owner
wouldn’t allow us to match the offer that was
Continued on pg. 6
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Removing years of debris from LeFurge Woods
Nature Preserve

Photo by Charles Scott
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Rouge Rescue In Superior Township
By Carla Bisaro

In 1986, at the founding of the Friends of the Rouge organization, public attention turned to the condition
of the polluted and ill-used Rouge River. For almost 30 years, the first Saturday in June was designated
as Rouge Rescue day; in recent years the date has moved to a May observance. Observance of the Rouge
Rescue day, however, was later in coming to the Washtenaw County area, where identity with the Huron River
prevailed. In 2002, river advocates of the Rouge River, Huron River and Clinton River observed a mutual
River Day, spreading the message of care to a much larger watershed.
In Superior Township, the Kosch-Headwaters Preserve is located near the intersection of Ford and Prospect
Roads. The Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission acquired the preserve in 2006 with the
assistance of the Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy. The naming of the preserve reflects the fact that
headwaters of the Rouge River are situated within the preserve. The divide between the Rouge and Huron
watersheds in Superior Township runs mostly north and south, and is situated roughly along Prospect
Road. Rainfall there runs east to the Rouge River and west to the Huron River. At the time of the preserve’s
purchase, SMLC committed to ten years of stewardship at the site. During the time of that commitment,
SMLC’s Superior Township Chapter observed Rouge Rescue day with garlic mustard pulls and work on a
pollinator meadow.
When that ten-year commitment ended, the Chapter moved its focus to the Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve,
at the intersection of Prospect and Cherry Hill
roads. That preserve is also within the Rouge
River watershed, and so for the last two years, our
stewardship efforts in the Smiley preserve have been
held in support of the Rouge Rescue observance.
There we have done some maintenance on an
existing garden in the welcome area and installed a
Native Plant and Insect Garden along the entry path.
The Chapter remains committed to Rouge Rescue
stewardship projects to preserves within the Rouge
watershed in Superior Township.

Preparing the Smiley preserve for another busy season

Upcoming Events

Photo by Jim McIntyre

Pervasive Invasives
By Jim McIntyre

One of the great challenges we face in our quest to
protect land is the continual threat of invasive species.
Invasives, if not managed, can choke out native plants
and can overrun an entire preserve in just a few short
seasons. We spend a good deal of time and energy
dealing with some of the more obvious invaders:
phragmites, garlic mustard, purple loosestrife, and
others. One of the newest and most aggressive pests,
the Brown Marmorated Stinkbug, has made its way
into our area and is causing quite a stir.
The Brown Marmorated Stinkbug was first reported
in Michigan in 2010, and has been spreading rapidly
since. It was first spotted in Washtenaw County in
2012 and, as of late 2017, has been found in all but
11 counties in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. Aside
from their uncanny ability to find their way into our
homes, these bugs have a voracious appetite for

August 24, 25, 26
Fri., Sat., Sun.
2:00 - 8:00 Fri.
10:00 - 8:00 Sat.
11:00 - 6:00 Sun.

Ypsilanti Heritage Festival
STC Chapter has a booth
Riverside Park, Ypsilanti

September 22
Saturday
6:30pm - 10:00pm

SMLC Hunter’s Moon Campfire
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
(2252 N. Prospect Rd., Superior Twp.)
Hosted by the Superior Township Chapter

October 21
Sunday
1:15pm - 4:00pm

SMLC Autumn Spectacular (nature walk)
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
(2252 N. Prospect Rd., Superior Twp.)

October 27
Saturday
6:00pm - 9:30pm

SMLC Red Barn Bash
Outdoor Adventure Center
1801 Atwater Street, Detroit

February 9, 2019
Saturday
Time TBD

SMLC Winter Walkabout (hike)
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
(meet at Superior Township Hall)

Continued on pg. 7
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Giving Native Species a Boost at Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve

By Cathy Bach, Carla Bisaro, and Michelle McIntyre

The Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve is SMLC’s newest
acquisition in Superior Township, and as such, it
will require a lot of attention in the transition from
private to publicly accessible land. The Superior
Township Chapter has taken on some of the
responsibility for that attention. A year-long project
recently culminated in the installation of a Native
Plant and Insect Garden at the entrance to the
preserve. We are proud to announce the Michigan
Botanical Foundation chose to provide our Chapter
with a grant in the amount of $1,425—and we made
every last dollar count!
Our specific goals were to restore plants native to
southeast Michigan and to provide resources for
insect pollinators (butterflies, moths, bees, and
flies) and other beneficial insects (predators and
parasitoids). The garden adds natural beauty to the
preserve entrance, but more importantly, we hope
it will stimulate interest and excitement in both
children and adults in learning about the role of
native plants and insects in nature.
We invite you to read on and learn more about this
incredible project and what it took to bring it all
together.
The Beneficial Relationships Between Plants
and Insects
When we think of the beneficial relationships
between plants and insects, we might first think
of flowers providing food to attract pollinators
(butterflies, moths, bees and flies) or leaves
providing food for insect herbivores, such as
caterpillars or beetles. Some plants, however,
have an important role in attracting other beneficial
insects, such as predators and parasitoids. Insect
predators feed on insects and include such species as
praying mantises and ladybugs. Parasitoids lay an
egg in an insect host, and the insect that hatches out
of the egg then consumes the host insect; many of
these parasitoids are wasps or flies. Both predators
and parasitoids are called natural enemies because
they feed on insect pests, and they can be very
important in controlling pest populations in vegetable
and flower gardens.

•Grant writing began in late fall to prepare a grant
to submit to the Michigan Botanical Foundation to
fund the project.
•Grant submission (in March) led to a $1425
award from the Michigan Botanical Foundation to
support the creation of the garden.
•Contacts with children’s organizations—
Communicating with and organizing our youth
volunteers to ensure a positive experience was a
crucial part of the process.
•Obtaining native plants—quite a challenge
because all plants needed to be local genotypes.
•Coordinating equipment and supplies—
figuring out the logistics for gathering all necessary
materials.
•Garden preparation—marking the location of the
43’ X 12’ garden, rototilling, spreading compost, and
rototilling again.
•Determining plant locations—creating a planting
map and placing a label in the ground for each plant
to ensure proper placement.
When a Community Comes Together, Nothing is
Impossible
Grand plans start with a single idea which, with hard
work and dedication, can grow into a full-fledged
project; that’s just what happened at the Jack R.
Smiley Nature Preserve. We are extraordinarily
grateful to the Michigan Botanical Foundation for
seeing the potential in this project and choosing to
provide us with a grant that covered all of our costs.
We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to:
•Botanical consultants, Annie and Gary Hannan from
Eastern Michigan University, who met with steering
committee members several times both on and off
site.
•SMLC stewardship volunteer George Kasdorf who
tilled the garden plot making for easy planting.

Planning and Preparation
What does it take to bring a project of this scope to
fruition? A lot more than you may think. Work began
a little over a year ago with ideas presented at our
committee meetings. The following is a brief outline
of the rest of the process.
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Volunteers receiving instructions before work
begins

Photo by Charles Scott
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•SMLC supporter Charles Scott for putting his
photography skills to work on planting day and
capturing the fun!
•Superior Township for permitting the use of
Township Hall on planting day.
•Margolis Nursery, a long-time supporter of the
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy, for their
assistance with providing and delivering compost and
mulch.
•Last, but certainly not least, some of our favorite
local residents who answered the call of duty when
contacted regarding this new project.
Girl Scouts: Mighty Hard Workers
The Superior Township Chapter of SMLC wishes to
extend special thanks to a small, but mighty, group
of southeast Michigan girls. Ten scouts and six adult
volunteers from the Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan
Brownie Troops 40621 and 40566, and Cadet Troop
40222 gave up their Saturday to give back to their
community by helping with our Native Plant and
Insect Garden. We couldn’t have done it without
them.

did—the 500-square-foot garden contains 235 plants
belonging to 18 species in an artistic and botanicallyinspired arrangement. Without the SMLC Superior
Township Chapter Steering Committee, along with
adult volunteers and Girl Scouts, it would never have
been possible to create such a beautifully planted
and mulched garden in only a few hours.
—Cathy Bach
The Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve is located within
the Rouge River watershed. In the past two years,
the Chapter has fostered conservation efforts by
hosting Rouge Rescue events at the preserve in
collaboration with Friends of the Rouge. Volunteers
have cleared the gravel entry pathway and tended a
small welcome garden at the preserve entrance, and
their work confirms the connection between people
and the preserve. It is indeed gratifying to see this
latest effort at the preserve entrance, supporting our
initial efforts and validating our commitment to the
Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve in Superior Township.
—Carla Bisaro
There is something satisfying about faces reddened
by the sun, hands covered with dirt, and backs tired
with the effort of the day. It tells us we worked
hard. Nature holds a special place in each of our
volunteer’s hearts, and knowing we gave back to the
land is the best part of the work.
—Michelle McIntyre
Looking Forward

Hard at work planting and mulching

Photo by Charles Scott

We accomplished a lot in the past year, but there is
still more to come. The Superior Township Chapter
will continue work associated with the garden
throughout the coming months. Be on the lookout
for signage on the preserve kiosks which will provide
public education about our work.

Taking just under two hours, not only did all 235
plants get nestled in the ground, each plant was also
fertilized and watered, newspaper was laid down as
a weed barrier, and a protective layer of mulch was
placed on top. All three troops also committed to
weed and water the garden throughout the summer.
The best part of this collaboration, however, is the
scouts can return time and time again with their
families and friends and show off the big contribution
they made to a little plot of land just down the road
from their homes.

The Native Plant and Insect Garden promises to
be a beautiful showcase of Southeast Michigan’s
native flora. Our long-term goal is to blanket an
entire 13,700-square-foot area with native flowers
and grasses. Long-term success will depend on
continued help from volunteers at future planting
and maintenance events. If you would like more
information about upcoming volunteer opportunities
and how you can help, please contact Julie
McLaughlin at 734-484-6565, or visit us on the web
at www.smlcland.org.

Personal Reflections

If you would like more information about how you or
your business can support conservation in Superior
Township, please see the back of this newsletter
for ways to become a part of the great work we are
doing!

The planting day for the new Native Plant and Insect
Garden was a fantastic culmination of almost a year
of work to make this project succeed. And succeed it
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The Making of a Preserve
Continued from pg. 2

tendered. All we knew about the purchaser was
that it was a group of “Pakistani doctors” who lived
in the township.
I immediately began combing the property records
to see if I could locate an enclave with particular
surnames. I found such a neighborhood along
Geddes Road, so I went door-to-door asking people
if they had recently purchased this land. As luck
would have it, I found the principal person involved
in the transaction. Although I wanted to see if they
would assign the contract to SMLC for a handsome
profit, they did agree to sell the back 40 acres to
SMLC for $4,500/acre—$1,000/acre more than
they were paying. We struck a deal even before
they had purchased the property and bought the 40
acres in September, 1997.
With SMLC’s holdings now at 171 acres, we
successfully applied to have the state purchase our
development rights under a farmland protection
program. To my knowledge, SMLC is the only
conservancy which has sold development rights to
the state. The payment we received enabled us to
pay off all of our loans and to ready SMLC for its
next land purchase.

In 1998, we contracted with a company to create
wetlands in the low-lying farm field in the north
portion of the property. This was done as a
mitigation for Chrysler Corporation. The excavated
wetlands soon attracted eight species of frogs and
numerous bird species. With this major habitat
modification completed, SMLC changed the name of
the property to LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve.
In 2000, SMLC purchased the remaining 80 acres
at Prospect and Geddes as well as a 10 acre parcel
north of the constructed wetland. Finally, in 2003,
we were able to acquire the heart of the woods that
we had long sought. This brought the total size to
what it is today: 325 acres.
The LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve is a wonderful
place and there are many more stories surrounding
its creation. It is SMLC’s largest preserve in
Superior Township and its success is due to a
number of partnerships and strong public support—
especially from members of the Superior Township
Chapter of SMLC. Enjoy a walk in the preserve
today and share your story.

Message from SMLC

When it comes to protecting land, your Board of Directors and a couple of key Committees are involved
in a number of ways and at many steps in the process. At the big picture level, and preceding the
protection of any land, the Board sets forth SMLC’s Vision, Mission, Values and Goals. These guide our
land acquisition and land stewardship policies and practices.
After that, the Board, with significant input from the Land Protection Committee and the Stewardship
Committee, has established policies, plans and a philosophy to guide acquisition and protection of land.
These include the Land Acquisition Policy, the Land Acquisition Criteria Policy, the SMLC Conservation
Plan and the Stewardship Philosophy.
These Committees support both the Board and the Operational Staff. They provide expert opinion to
the Board on governance issues, such as determining strategic conservation goals and long-term land
stewardship planning. They support Staff through assistance with land acquisition and stewardship
activities, e.g., input on annual land acquisition priorities and helping set nature preserve management
goals.
Every year, our Stewardship and Outreach Specialist visits each of our Conservation Easement
properties to assess the owners’ compliance with the terms of the Easement. The Executive Committee
and all attorneys on the Board support this through review and advice regarding significant noncompliance issues.
Finally, we have fortunately had the volunteer services of attorneys on the Board when legal issues
concerning our lands have arisen.
All of these actions are going on “behind the scenes” so you can enjoy our protected land!
—Mary Ericson
SMLC President
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Preserve the Preserves—Rules and Regulations
By Carla Bisaro

In order to maintain any park or nature preserve, certain rules and regulations are applied for use of the
space. The conditions of use are ordinarily posted at the park/preserve’s entrance, so that all may be aware
of the rules that apply there. These regulations are not arbitrary, but are designed to protect the preserve for
the greatest possible good.
In Superior Township, we are fortunate to have access to a number of parks and nature preserves. Each
space posts its particular requirements and prohibitions, and those requirements and prohibitions vary by
the park and preserve. While preserves of the Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission (e.g.,
the Kosch-Headwaters Preserve) prohibit the presence of dogs, preserves of the Southeast Michigan Land
Conservancy (LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve, Jack R. Smiley Nature Preserve) welcome dogs on leash.
Both the County preserves and the SMLC preserves prohibit horseback riding within the preserves. It is
notable that riding is allowed only in Superior Township’s Schroeter Park (on Warren Road, between Berry
Road and Gotfredson Road), but that permission does not extend to the adjoining Weatherbee Woods
Preserve, which is an entity of the Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission.
Preserve trails may also look like enticing opportunities for bicycles and motorcycles, and the region has a
wealth of bicycle trails, but we ask that all SMLC nature preserve guests observe the posted prohibition for all
types of wheeled vehicles. Foot traffic only, please.
Beyond the regulations regarding animals, the parks and preserves share a common prohibition on the
removal of plants, seeds, rocks, or any natural feature of the place. A stand of trillium is lovely, in place.
However, uprooting and taking even one is a theft from all the other preserve users. Some of the wild plants
are so sensitive that disturbing them harms their natural growth habits. Likewise, removal of seeds or
dried seedpods can interfere with the natural cycle of a plant, causing a lasting effect. And even if it seems
harmless to take home a little rock as a souvenir, that rock, in its place, carries a geological story that is
interrupted by its removal.
So please, folks, read the signs and pay attention to the rules, so that we all may fully enjoy our parks and
nature preserves.

Invasives

Continued from pg. 3

fruits and vegetables, putting many of our favorites
at risk. Apples, peaches, tomatoes, peppers, sweet
corn, and pears are currently being heavily impacted
by the influx of these critters, and with no real natural
predators they will continue to spread unimpeded.
So, what can we do? Our first defense is the
environment; these bugs are native to Southeast
Asia, and aren’t particularly fond of our climate from
September until March. Because of this, they will
seek out shelter in homes, garages, and anyplace
else where they can find warmth. Working to seal
these creatures out of our homes is a great place to
start. Sealing any cracks around doors and windows;
repairing any damaged mesh behind roof vents; and
sealing around exterior outlet boxes to restrict access
are quick, inexpensive ways to make it just a little
more difficult for these nuisances to gain entry into
your home.

Brown Marmorated Stinkbug

Source: www.agric.wa.gov.au

Ineffable Beauty
Continued from pg. 1

becomes beautiful. C’mon out and see for yourself.
You can start by joining us at one of our full moon
campfires. Your Superior Township team will be
hosting the fire on Saturday, September 22nd.
Looking forward to meeting you there!
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YES! I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in
Superior Township by supporting Southeast Michigan
Land Conservancy.
$

Total Gift

Check here to let SMLC use my gift
where it is needed most

Or, direct my donation:

$

Land
Protection Fund

$

Stewardship
Endowment Fund

$

Superior Township
Fund

$

Monroe County
Fund

Please make checks payable to Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
and mail to: Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Rd
Superior Township, MI 48198
Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.smlcland.org

Name
Address
City 				
Phone ( )
E-mail

State

Zip

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. The donor received no
goods or services in exchange for this donation. E-mail used only for SMLC news/announcements. We will never give or sell your personal information to any other group.

Natural
Beauty
Continued from pg. 1
planning functions to emphasize
nature, agriculture, and open space
as key elements, valued by the
people of the community.
Hundreds (thousands?) of people
continue to participate in a myriad
of ways—volunteering their
time, showing up at a hearing,
introducing someone new to the
natural attributes of the area,
making a donation, voting….
The beauty of nature can be
found in nature preserves—and
lots of other places not formally
“preserved.”
But there’s a different sort of
beauty at work here, too. The
natural beauty of human emotions
that moves us to appreciate and
care for the beauty that nature
provides.

“The nation behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must
turn over to the next generation increased, and not impaired, in value.”
—Theodore Roosevelt

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
Superior Township Chapter
8383 Vreeland Rd.
Superior Township, MI 48198
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