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Answering the Call: Migratory Bird 
Habitat Conservation Efforts in 
Southeast Michigan
By Jason Hill,  Manager of Conservation Programs for 
Ducks Unlimited

Early Fall is a time when migratory birds take to the 
skies for the long journey but keep a keen focus on the 
ground.  High-energy 
food sources and rest 
areas are what they seek 
as they head southbound.  
By now most locally 
produced blue-winged 
teal are well beyond 
Michigan on their exodus 
to central and south 
America, but probably 
stopped in at one of our 
emergent wetlands along 
the way.  Shorebirds 
are taking advantage of 
extensive wetland mudflats created by our late summer 
record heat.  Grassland songbirds are flocking in groups 
along prairie edges waiting for that early cold front 
we all know is coming soon…well you get the picture 
– simply put, migratory birds depend on Michigan 
wetlands and grasslands for their survival.  

Did you know that Michigan has lost more than 50% 
of its historical wetlands and losses in some coastal 
counties along western Lake Erie exceed 90%?  Further 
troubling is the estimated 99% loss of Michigan’s 
prairie habitat.  Michigan once had over 2 million acres 
of native prairie!  With estimates like these, conserving 
Michigan’s wetland and grassland habitats becomes 
increasingly vital, as they provide critical migration and 
important nesting habitat for migratory birds, including 
waterfowl and many other species of wetland dependent 
wildlife.  For example, establishing high quality nesting 

cover associated with emergent wetlands will improve 
mallard recruitment (down 20% from the long-term 
average in Michigan), while also benefiting declining 
grassland dependent bird species such as Henslow’s 
Sparrows, Bobolinks, and Dickcissels.  

Fortunately, a broad consortium of conservation partners 
in southeast Michigan are working together to pool 
resources and leverage federal funding for wetland 

and native grassland 
conservation.  This 
partnership, the Saginaw 
Bay to Lake Erie Coastal 
Habitat Project, is a 
Ducks Unlimited-led $3 
million effort to conserve 
over 4,000 acres of habitat 
on 15 projects in the next 
3 years.  Federal funding 
is provided by the North 
American Wetlands 
Conservation Act and is 
administered by the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service.  The partners include state, 
federal, and local governments, tribal entities, non-profit 
organizations, individuals, and corporations.  Even 
better, Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy is one of 
these partners and will receive grant funding to restore 
wetland, grassland and savannah habitat at Lost Lake 
Nature Preserve!  

Continued on Page 11

Restored Wetlands at LeFurge Woods Nature Preseve    Photo by Mark Even
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We wrap our celebration of southeast Michigan birds and the importance of land 
conservation in this issue of Landmarks with a focus on regional bird habitat 
conservation, bluebirds, raptors and grassland species (see pages 1, 4-6 and 11).

Recently I was reminded of the importance of the Detroit River and surrounding 
areas to migratory bird conservation (see Spring 2017 Landmarks for more).  Did 
you know that an estimated 3 million ducks, geese, swans, and coots annually 
migrate through our region?  Or that more than 29 species of waterfowl and 65 kinds 
of fish make their home in the Detroit River making it one of the highest diversities 
of wildlife and fish in the Great Lakes?  This is recognized by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and 
informs their collaborative efforts.

To support the vibrancy of 
wildlife that take advantage 
of the River and nearby land 
areas, it is important to have 
a larger regional landscape 
that supports local and 
migratory birds in a positive 
way.  For example, one 
of the reasons that SMLC 
acquired our Heritage Oaks 
Nature Preserve, Van Buren 
Township, Wayne County, 
was because of its role as an urban migratory stopover site.  On a 
larger scale the same is true in the Superior Greenway (see pages 4 and 6). 

2017 has been a fruitful year in the Superior Greenway as SMLC has finished 
replacing the roof on our iconic red barn and completed Phase II of the Farmhouse 
Roof project.  Both look great!  Washtenaw County’s Natural Areas Preservation 
Program expanded the Superior Greenway Nature Trail (SGNT) public amenities 
with a new boardwalk and kiosk at their Meyer Preserve, extending the Trail to 
Vreeland Rd. and a hookup with the existing LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve trails.  
SMLC also completed our 3rd wetland mitigation project at our Jack R. Smiley 
Nature Preserve!  This should allow us to open the remaining leg of the SGNT next 
summer to connect-up with the Meyer Preserve portion of the Trail.

As the fall fundraising season gets underway, SMLC gives big thanks to our many 
supporters, for your annual generosity and for your new tractor contributions (see 
pages 3 and 10).  Having this tractor will work for SMLC on many levels!  For 
those of you who have not yet contributed to our annual operations, please consider 
making a generous gift this year, one that reflects your commitment to local land 
conservation efforts.  If you would like to give at a leadership level and join our Eco-
Logical Leadership Club, please let me know. Thank You!

   Photo by Wendy Pellerito
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Message from the Executive Director
By Jill A. Lewis

Our Mission

The Southeast Michigan  
Land Conservancy conserves 
natural land and open space 
- including forests, wetlands, 
meadows, agricultural lands, 

and places of scenic beauty - to 
provide habitat for wildlife and to 

enrich the lives of people.
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Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy’s Sponsors

Tractor for Land Conservation
Look what our Tractor-Loving Contributors helped 
make possible! With your help, SMLC raised $10,240 
this past summer. Add that to some existing funds 
already in the bank and we can now purchase our 
dream machine. We are saying goodbye to old broken 
down machines and hello to better nature preserve 
management - thanks to you!!

SMLC’s Road to Accreditation
By Jill A. Lewis, Executive Director

SMLC has been steadily working on our Land Trust 
Alliance (LTA) Accreditation-readiness this year with 
a focus on Stewardship preparations (see page 7) and a 
renewed focus regarding our Governance goals.  Earlier 
this year we formed a temporary Accreditation Task 
Force who will assist me with our implementation 
efforts, specifically planning, policies and financial 
work.  This working group started with updating our 
Accreditation Action Plan getting it in line with the new 
LTA Standards and Practices revisions (adopted earlier 
this year) with support from the LTA Midwest Office.

Since LTA’s Standards and Practices are the land trust 
industry’s guide to best practices, it is important that 
SMLC keep pace.  Land conservation is complex, 
challenging, and takes time.  To do it well requires that 
a land conservancy be professionally competent and has 
the time allotted to put in the needed work.

This is where you can help.  Your dollars allow SMLC 
to bring on paid help like our 2017 interns, Liz and 
Nichole, (see page 6) and other professional contractors, 
who assist us with our Accreditation-readiness work.  
Our goal is to apply for Accreditation in 2019 and with 
your help we can do it!
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Rare Birds and Grassland 
Management
By Taylor Myatt, Stewardship and Outreach Specialist
 
It was a Monday morning in mid-June and I couldn’t 
waste the impending sunrise, so I headed to work 
early for a stroll with my binoculars through the 
grassland at the Conservancy Farm. I spotted the usual 
suspects, including Bobolinks, as I ventured toward the 
Community Organic Garden and was stopped abruptly 
by a song I didn’t expect. Straining to hear, I heard it 

again and scanned to find the colorful plumage of a 
male Dickcissel. As the earth warmed and my work to-
do list beckoned, I heard another sound, indistinct but 
not far, like a cricket in need of voice lessons. Could it 
be? Surely I was only hearing things. Again, hidden in 
the grass a mere 20 ft. away, this time loud and clear… 
the song of a secretive Henslow’s Sparrow announced 
its presence. Two days later on my fifth wedding 
anniversary, I did what any good husband would do… 
get up early to go birding (after making her breakfast 
in bed, of course). With the Dickcissel and Henslow’s 
still singing and my ears on high alert, yet another 
uncommon song rang out from the far side of the field… 
a Sedge Wren. What a treat.   

SMLC is on Facebook
www.facebook.com/

southeastmichiganlandconservancy
Check it out and “like” us

The Conservancy Farm and Grassland Birds

I’ve spent hours chasing reports of these rare birds in my 
past, but never did I imagine this. In following weeks, 
I enjoyed many lunch breaks immersed in a grassland 
bird bonanza, discovering multiple individuals as they 
guarded territories. The birding community was also 
abuzz and the Farm saw new visitors daily. 

While this is thrilling, why these birds are so rare is 
the sad part of the story. Less than 1% of Michigan’s 
native prairie still remains intact. Habitat loss and 
fragmentation has decimated grassland bird populations 
over the last century, some to the point of being listed 
as endangered in the state, like the Henslow’s Sparrow. 
This is why our mission is so critical. 

The Farm has been managed as hay fields for many 
years now. Because these protected birds can breed 
through August, SMLC delayed mowing this year, 
rendering the hay a loss to the local farmers who 
graciously worked with us to settle such losses. We then 
found another local farmer willing to offer time and 
equipment to mow the fields in the fall, which controls 
invasive shrubs and prevents succession in a fire 
suppressed landscape. 

Managing grasslands for wildlife is complex. Hay 
farming can be productive for farmers and wildlife to 
a degree -- clearly our hay fields were good enough for 
these unique birds despite early mowing in the past -- 
but these special birds caused SMLC to reconsider our 
focus for this property and prioritize high quality habitat 
for wildlife in the 
future. So, if you’re 
looking to tally some 
rarities on your bird 
list next year or just 
want to enjoy the 
diversity and life 
of the open prairie, 
plan to visit the 
Conservancy Farm. 
It truly is a special 
place, but don’t take 
my word for it… ask the birds. 

Bluebird eggs             Photo by  
               Jessica Adamczyk

Henslow’s Sparrow              Photo by Andy Dettling
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Bluebird “Cheer”:  
SMLC’s Bluebird Trail
By Jesssica Adamczyk, Washtenaw Audubon Society 
Membership Chair and SMLC Bluebird Volunteer

Someone recently used the mnemonic “cheer” to 
describe to me the call note of an Eastern Bluebird -- a 
call that is beautiful, soft, plaintive, and otherwise hard 
to describe. What an apt word for a bird that brings such 
warmth and cheer to our days!

We see Eastern Bluebirds year-round in southeast 
Michigan, but unfortunately they are not as common as 
they once were. They are cavity nesters and prefer open, 
grassy habitat such as farmland, but their numbers are 
declining due in part to the growth of urban areas, the 
use of agricultural pesticides, and the loss of suitable 
nesting sites.

In an effort to help, this spring and summer SMLC staff 
and volunteers undertook dedicated efforts to monitor 
Bluebird nest boxes at Conservancy Farm. We had 28 
boxes on our “Bluebird trail” along the perimeters of 
the grassland meadow and the fallow farmland to the 
north of the woodlot. While simply providing suitable 
nest boxes is a good first step, it is important to have 
a plan for active management. Our goal was twofold: 
Not only did we want to monitor the breeding progress 
and successes of the birds using the boxes; but it was 
critical that we discourage non-native species like House 
Sparrows from laying claim to the nest boxes. House 
Sparrows will aggressively compete for nest sites with 
many of our native birds, which has been a considerable 
factor in the decline of Eastern Bluebirds.

From late March through August we visited the boxes 
weekly, keeping tabs on the “tenants,” which also 
included other expected cavity nesters such as Tree 
Swallows, Tufted Titmouse, House Wrens, and even a 
few Tree Frogs along the way!

Monitoring a nest is a quick and efficient process of 
opening one wall of the box for a glance inside, but 
I found that the Tree Swallow parents were quick to 
show their displeasure at this momentary interruption, 
through both aerial displays and vocal chatter. The adult 
Bluebirds, on the other hand, accepted my presence, 
moved a safe distance away to a nearby tree or perch, 
and stood guard while I opened a box. My favorite 
part of each visit was marveling at the different nest 
construction techniques – from the Bluebird’s perfect, 
tidy cup of grasses, the Tree Swallow’s sumptuously 
chicken-feather-lined cup, to the House Sparrow’s 
utterly chaotic “everything but the kitchen sink” 
approach to nest building.

Some boxes played host to multiple broods of nestlings, 
including one box whose tenants rotated between Tree 
Swallows to Bluebirds then back again! All told, we 
had 16 nesting attempts by Bluebirds and other native 
birds, and 24 birds successfully leave the nest (known as 
fledging). Next year we plan to build on these successes, 
and hope you will join us as a nest box monitoring 
volunteer for the 2018 breeding season!

Grassland Habitat
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Superior Greenway - Safe Haven for Birds
Superior
Greenway

Superior Raptors
By Jack R. Smiley, SMLC Founder and Board Director

When SMLC bought its first parcel of land at LeFurge 
Woods Nature Preserve, I wrote in an earlier newsletter 
that the “scree” of the Red-tailed Hawk greeted me 
nearly every time that I ventured into the fields at 
LeFurge Woods.  Red-tailed Hawks remain a common 
sight at LeFurge Woods 
and throughout the 
Superior Greenway, but a 
number of other birds of 
prey can also be found in 
the vicinity. 

Birds of prey, also known 
as raptors, are meat eaters 
which include species 
such as hawks, eagles, 
owls and vultures.  With 
a few exceptions, they 
are generally larger birds 
which prey on smaller 
mammals or upon fish, birds and reptiles.  They are 
distinguished by their strong talons for grasping prey 
and by curved beaks for tearing meat.  They also have 
keen vision and exhibit powerful flight. 

Superior Township has long been recognized as a 
premier location for raptors.  In the 1940s, noted 
wildlife researchers Frank and John Craighead did 
an extensive study of nesting hawks and owls in the 
Township.  At the time, they noted that about 11% of the 
Township was comprised of woodlots which gave cover 

Raptors Spotted in the Greenway
Accipiters: Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk
Buteos: Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Red-Shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk
Eagles: Bald Eagle, Golden Eagle
Falcons: Peregrine Falcon, American Kestrel, Merlin
Harriers: Northern Harrier
Ospreys: Osprey
Owls: Great-horned, Barred, Eastern Screech, Short-eared, Snowy, Northern Saw-whet 
Vultures: Turkey Vulture

for nest sites and prey while leaving ample open fields 
for hunting. 

The long-term presence of raptors in the Township 
indicates a sufficient prey base to sustain the population, 
as well as suitable habitat for both predator and prey.  As 
with all predators, raptors can have a beneficial impact 
by keeping rodent and other populations in check.  

This is welcomed by 
farmers and contributes 
to what is often called 
the “balance of nature”, 
even though predator-prey 
relationships often go 
through wide variations. 

To this day, Superior 
Township remains one of 
the best sites in the state 
for year-round viewing 
of raptors.  The mix of 
vegetative cover and open 

farm fields is still ideally 
suited for numerous species of raptors.  Its location 
between the urban sprawl of Detroit and Ann Arbor also 
provides an oasis of habitat which tends to congregate 
wildlife. 

If you ever wish to see a variety of raptors, Superior 
Township is the perfect place to look. With your support, 
the protected properties in the Superior Greenway will 
help to ensure that raptors will be here for generations to 
come.

Rough-legged Hawk                  Photo by Taylor Myatt
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Thanks Liz and Nichole! 
 

Thanks to Liz Berghoff for developing and 
implementing our first full year of annual nature 
preserve monitoring, and to Nichole Bowman for 

organizing and collecting GIS data for our preserve 
management plan mapping needs! Thank You!

Stewardship News

Nature Preserve Monitoring and 
Management Planning
By Taylor Myatt, Stewardship and Outreach Specialist

When people ask me what I do, my typical response 
is, “I play in the woods, take care of nature, and try to 
drag others along with me”. Contrary to popular belief, 
however, that’s not exactly why they “pay me the big 
bucks”, as it were. Here’s a glimpse into the reality of 
my job…. 

As you likely know by reading page 3, SMLC is 
working toward becoming an accredited Land Trust. 
While this may seem straight forward, there is a lot 
of work required to meet the standards for Land Trust 
Alliance’s Accreditation. As the land steward, my job is 
to help us meet all stewardship requirements, with some 
of the most substantial being nature preserve monitoring 
and management planning.

SMLC owns more than 1,650 acres of protected land, 
all of which need to be looked after. We can’t care for 
our land if we don’t know what’s happening on it, so 
we recently finished our first year of monitoring all 
17 SMLC preserves.  This was thanks to our fantastic 
stewardship intern Liz. She tromped miles this summer 
to provide us with reports of trail conditions, natural 
features, boundary locations, unique flora and fauna, 
and any issues about which we should be concerned on 
our preserves. Although I offered her an endless supply 
of stinging nettle, Liz has moved on to find a more 
permanent niche in conserving southeast Michigan’s 
natural places. Therefore, we will now rely on new 
Preserve Watcher volunteers to fulfill our monitoring 
needs in the coming years. So here is my shameless 
plug… please contact me if you’re interested in adopting 
a preserve near you.

Remember the last time you tried to tackle a big project 
by just diving in and ended up kicking yourself later 
for not formulating a plan first?  Let’s face it, things 
are more productive and efficient with a plan, and land 
management is no different. 

The two questions a management plan should answer 
are: “what do we have?” and “what are we going to 
do with it?” Before we can decide how to care for our 
preserves, we must understand the conservation values 
we’re protecting and potential threats to such values. 
Our GIS intern, Nichole, helped us do this over the 
summer by collecting and organizing geospatial data 
to create maps of soils, hydrology, regional setting, 
topography, vegetation cover, and historic land use. In 
other words, a ton of work! Thanks, Nichole. 

After understanding the conservation values, we 
can then formulate management goals and a set of 
measurable objectives to achieve. Gratefully, I don’t 
have to do this alone. I’ve got the experts on SMLC’s 
Stewardship Committee to help develop our ecological 
goals for each property.  

I get to write 17 management plans before we reach 
Accreditation (so much for playing in the woods :) ), but 
as you can see, I’ve got lots of exceptional help to meet 
this important challenge. 

Nichole & Liz at SMLC’s Picnic at the Farm  Photo by Jim Robertson
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Local Chapter News

Thank You, One and All
By Michelle McIntyre, Superior Township Chapter 
Steering Committee Member

SMLC’s Superior Township Chapter (STC) would like 
to thank local residents, businesses, and institutions who 
contributed to the progress of our work this past year. 
Whether you helped plan, execute, set-up, tear-down, 
or attend an event, your presence and support warms 
our hearts. Here are just a few of the highlights from the 
past year:

● Last Fall, Superior Township 
residents cleaned up LeFurge Woods 
Nature Preserve. The efforts of this 
passionate group, who are too many 
to be named, ensured the trails and 
campfire area were in tip-top shape 
for our annual Autumn Spectacular 
and first ever STC sponsored 
Full Moon Campfire. Many local 
supporters attended these two 
events and shared stories with 
visitors of their experiences in our 
green spaces.
● The Chapter hosted a Rouge 
Rescue site at the Jack R. Smiley 
Nature Preserve. Neighbors and local 
businesses supported our efforts by 
volunteering and contributing tools and 
supplies.  
● Washtenaw Community College  
welcomed the Chapter at several events on campus over 
the past year.  We are encouraged by the interest from 
all the individuals who came out to see us.  
● Chapter volunteers staffed our booth at the Ypsilanti 
Heritage Festival this past August, spreading the word 
about conservation and the need for open spaces.  
Festival-goers responded with enthusiasm.  

These events, and many others from the past year, 
give our local chapter reason for celebration.  Your 
passion and dedication is much needed support for the 
organization. From the bottom of our hearts, THANK 
YOU for all you do!

Many Thanks…..

To the Landmarks newsletter guest writers:  Jessica 
Adamczyk, Juliet Berger, Jason Hill, Bill Secrest, and 
Jack R. Smiley. 

To the volunteers who have helped with our mailings: 
Carla Bisaro, Jeffrey Gilbert, George Kasdorf, 
Nancy Kasdorf, and Nathan Sadowsky.  

To the tabling and other event volunteers:  Cathy 
Bach, Carla Bisaro, Don DeMallie, Milton French, 

Jeffrey Gilbert, Marilyn Gilbert, Mitch 
Hall, Nancy Kasdorf, Richard Kent, Jim 

McIntrye, Michelle McIntyre, Laura 
Myatt, Tim Myatt, Traci Myatt, 

Bill Secrest, Jack R. Smiley, Jon 
Trevathan, and Jim Weiner. 

To our photography volunteers:  
Mark Even, Martha Hitchiner, 
Pete Kyryluk, Laura Myatt, Jim 
Robertson, Corey Seeman, and 
Luke Tracy. 

To the stewardship volunteers:  
Jessica Adamczyk, Joyce 

Arakelian, Liz Berghoff, Doug 
Boyce, Mary Emmett, Sarah Ferrero, 

Marilyn Gilbert, Marin Giordano, 
Julia Goode, Mike Hoffman, Josh 
Howell, George Kasdorf, Katie Kolesar, 
Ben Krause, Kayla McGuire, Michelle 
McIntyre, Anne Murphy, Tim Myatt, 

Ashley Nebel, Bill Oldham, Kyle Peczynski, Shawn 
Severance, Jack R. Smiley, and Scott Tyrrell for their 
work with stewardship tasks. 

Thanks to everyone who volunteered with SMLC this 
year!

We are always looking for passionate and dedicated 
people who want to help SMLC achieve our mission. 
For more information about volunteering, please contact 
Taylor Myatt at tmyatt@smlcland.org or call 734-484-
6565.

STC Co-chairs: Bill Secrest & 
Brenda Baker 

Photo by Jim Robertson
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From Naturalist to Environmental Activist

Rick joined the fledgling SMLC Board at the invitation 
of founder, Jack Smiley who, at the time was also the 
Executive Director of the Detroit Audubon Society.  
Within a decade, Rick assumed the Vice Presidency of 
the Board, and in 2006 he succeeded Jack as President.  
Over the next two years, he patiently husbanded what 
he called “a supercharged visionary group” committed 
to stemming the rising tide of pavement in the region. 
As SMLC approached its third decade, having preserved 
a few thousand acres, the notion of “perpetuity” came 
to the fore.  Under Rick’s leadership, our Land Trust 
intensified its focus on achieving the institutional 
integrity that would enable it to flourish long beyond our 
lifetimes.  Since Rick’s term of leadership, the SMLC 
has steadily been implementing the Best Management 
Practices as outlined by our national umbrella 
organization, the Land Trust Alliance.

A Legacy

When asked what SMLC means to him, Rick says 
simply, “that 300 year old tree that grows amidst our 
2,500 acre greenbelt in Superior Township.  That tree 
and that wild land is a real welcome mat for species that 
would otherwise disappear.  Later generations will be 
grateful to have the meadowlarks, Bobolinks, Henslow’s 
Sparrows, butterflies and the rest of the wild.  This is our 
gift, a sense of time and place for future generations to 
stay inspired”.

Rick continues to ensure the ongoing ecological 
integrity of our preserves as the Chair of the SMLC 
Stewardship Committee.

Rick Simek
By Bill Secrest, SMLC Board Director

When I first met Rick Simek back in 1994, it was a bit 
like meeting an ancient tree. He was then, and is now, 
a walking talking embodiment of the Natural World.  
Rick joined the SMLC shortly after landing the post 
of Program Supervisor and Natural Areas Manager of 
the Environmental Studies Area at the University of 
Michigan, Dearborn.  There, he has helped create and 
run the Environmental Interpretation Center, a hub 
for environmental education and research in southeast 
Michigan.  Throughout the seasons, Rick leads students 
and others of all ages and walks of life into an oasis of 
nature, 300 acres of ponds, meadows and forests along 
the Rouge River in the midst of the sprawling metroplex 
of southeast Michigan. 

The Formation of a Naturalist

From his infancy, Rick’s parents took him out for pre-
dawn breakfasts with the birds in area Metro Parks.  By 
kindergarten, he knew he was destined to be a naturalist.  
He joined the Audubon Society at age 12 and was taken 
under the wing of a clique of avid birders.  They took 
him camping and furthered his curiosity of the great 
outdoors.

For college, Rick moved from Detroit to Northland 
College on the shores of Lake Superior.  There he 
earned a B.S. Degree in Naturalist Outdoor Education, 
a hands on, field oriented, investigation of how air, 
land, water and the web of life are woven together into 
our world.  His minor in Native American Studies had 
him working closely with the local Ojibwa tribe and 
absorbing their ethic of interconnectedness with the 
natural world.

Conservation Profiles

Get Email Updates from SMLC
Dont’ miss out on the latest Conservancy news, 
events, and announcements.  If your address has 
changed, be sure to let us know that too.  To sign up, 
please send an email to Julia: info@smlcland.org
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September was a special month at SMLC. We want 
to give a heartfelt thank you to all who contributed 
to its success. More than 90 of you came out to the 
Conservancy Farm to make our Picnic at the Farm a 
huge success. This event was all about thanking our 
members and volunteers. We enjoyed sunny skies, 
great company, good food, prizes, and a farm tour by 
our founder Jack R. Smiley. We also honored some of 
our most dedicated and hard-working volunteers that 
make our land conservation work possible. We finished 
the day with a fantastic presentation by Howell Nature 
Center featuring live birds of prey. 

SMLC Volunteer Award Recipients:  

Richard Kent - Jack R. Smiley Legacy Award

Jonathan Trevathan - SMLC Board Appreciation Award

Brenda Baker - Volunteer Appreciation Legacy Award

Carla Bisaro - Volunteer Appreciation Legacy Award

The McIntyre Family - 2016 Volunteers of the Year

George Kasdorf - 2017 Volunteer of the Year

Jon & Ethan Trevathan               Photo by Jim Robertson

Community Organic Garden
The weather in 2017 proved to be wonderful for growing vegetables 
at SMLC’s Community Organic Garden at the Conservancy Farm.  
Approximately 27 gardeners grew a variety of produce from green 
beans to bok choy.  The weather seemed especially favorable for 
tomatoes, with many gardeners having bumper crops.  If you’d like 
to join in the fun, plan to have a garden plot next year! 

SMLC’s Picnic at the Farm 2017

At the event, we also raised over $1,000 for our tractor 
fundraiser. This helped push us over our goal sooner 
than we expected. All told, SMLC was able to raise 
$10,240 through donations, matching gifts, and in-
kind sponsorships during the last few months and will 
soon be bringing home our dream machine. To all who 
contributed, we can’t thank you enough. It’s a privilege 
to work alongside you in conserving the land we all 
love.

Taylor Myatt with Jim & Michelle McIntyre    Photo by Corey Seeman

Carla Bisaro    Photo by Corey Seeman

Picnic at the Farm       Photo by Corey Seeman
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Wildlife Sightings

Mysterious Marsh Bird Stalks 
LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve
By Juliet Berger, Washtenaw Audubon Society President 
& City of Ann Arbor Natural Area Preservation 
Ornithologist

What looks like a chicken, swims 
like a duck, honks like an angry 
goose and spends its life in high 
quality marshes and wetlands? 
Introducing, the Common 
Gallinule.  This brown, black and 
grey chicken-sized water bird, 
has a red henlike bill, and long 
yellowish legs with exceptionally 
long toes to help it walk on top of 
floating vegetation. Also known 
as the Common Moorhen, it is an 
uncommon breeder in the southern 
half of the Lower Peninsula of Michigan. It also breeds 
throughout Eastern North America, and in South 
America.  It munches insects and snails off emergent 
marsh plants and the water surface. 
 
In mid-May of 2017, two Common Gallinules were 

discovered foraging in the wetlands at LeFurge Woods 
Nature Preserve, and, several days later, SMLC’s Taylor 
Myatt led a group to observe this bird on a Washtenaw 
Audubon Society Tuesday Evening Birders field trip.  
We were treated to several distinctive alarm honks from 
the hiding bird, when a car backfired nearby.  Despite 
our attempts to see the bird, this skulking marsh denizen 
eluded us.  But, hearing the rare bird cluck was a special 
treat, indeed.

Common Gallinules breed in 
swampy areas where they can 
remain hidden from predators and 
the prying eyes of bird watchers. 
Their noisy ways and bright red 
bill make them easy to spot when 
they do come out of hiding. They 
are threatened in Michigan, due 
to loss of habitat, which makes 
having them at a safe place like 
LeFurge Woods a special treat. 
Since the Common Gallinule has 

legal protection in our state as a Threatened Species, 
SMLC’s stewardship of nature areas like LeFurge 
Woods is critical to their survival and that of other 
imperiled species like the Marsh Wren and Least 
Bittern, which also make their homes in the wetlands at 
LeFurge Woods.  

Common Gallinule      Photo by Nate Mast

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy has joined 
forces with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Partners 
for Fish and Wildlife Program, Ducks Unlimited, and 
the Michigan DNR.  Emergent wetlands totaling 8.5 
acres located on the southern property boundary will 
be restored to seasonal and semi-permanent shallow 
water wetland habitat by plugging historic agricultural 
drainage ditches.  Native grassland and savanna 
restoration activities totaling 15 acres will occur on a 
former grass runway and former home site located on 
the property.  The primary emphasis of the project is to 
restore small emergent wetlands in close proximity to 
grasslands, providing a complex of critical habitat for 
waterfowl, shorebirds, and other migratory birds during 
various periods of their life cycle. 

Answering the Call continued from Page 1

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy is answering the 
call.  If you want to join in, please consider conservation 
of migratory bird habitat on your property.  Additional 
funding is available through Ducks Unlimited for 
private lands wetland and native grassland restorations 
in southeast Michigan, including throughout the 
watershed of western Lake Erie.  Contact the voluntary 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Partners For Fish and 
Wildlife staff or Ducks Unlimited to learn more.

Conservation Partners Contact Info
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Michigan Private Lands Office
517-351-6236           michiganplo@fws.gov

Ducks Unlimited
Great Lakes/Atlantic Regional Office
734-623-2000



  
    

   

   YES!  I want to help preserve critical natural habitat in  
 southeast Michigan by supporting Southeast Michigan 
 Land Conservancy. 

Please make checks payable to Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy  
and mail to:    

All donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.  The donor received no 
goods or services in exchange for this donation.  E-mail used only for SMLC news/
announcements.  We will never give or sell your personal information to any other group.

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Rd.  
Superior Township,  MI  48198

Check here to let SMLC use my 
gift where it is needed most.

Or, make a secure online credit card donation at www.smlcland.org

 Name     
 Address       
 City                 State             Zip
 Phone (      )  
 E-mail     

Please contact Taylor or Julia at the 
SMLC office if you would like to make  

our wishes come true!

 (734) 484-6565

  info@smlcland.org

Wish List
 Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy  

 could use the following items:$___________ Total Gift

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy
8383 Vreeland Rd 
Superior Township, MI  48198
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• Wood chipper - please contact SMLC for 
details (retail cost $2,000)

• Computer tablet for field work (retail cost 
$800) 

• Mapping grade GPS unit (retail cost $300) 

• Drill press (retail cost $150)

• Hand winch (retail cost $40) 

• Step stool for our office (retail cost $30) 

• Sledge hammer (retail cost $30)

• C-clamps and/or wood clamps

• Bird food for our feathered friends

Or, direct my donation:

$_________

 
$_________

Land  
Protection Fund

Stewardship  
Endowment Fund

Monroe County  
Fund

 
Superior Township 
Fund

$_________

 
$_________


